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Fisherman's Wharf

All San Franciscans love to hate Fisherman's Wharf. But secretly, everyone likes it a little, and having

guests from out of town is the perfect excuse for cynical old-timers to go.



What's It Like?

All San Franciscans love to hate Fisherman's Wharf. Content never to visit

the area, they complain of the tacky shops selling cheap souvenirs, the

"novelty" museums whose novelty has long worn off and busloads of tourists

blocking the view to Alcatraz.

But secretly, everyone likes it a little, and having guests from out of town

is the perfect excuse for otherwise cynical old-timers to "force" themselves to

go. And it is possible to have a cheap, good time. Just avoid the wax museums

and the "I'm With Stupid" T-shirt stands, and what's left are some of the best

views in the city, fresh Dungeness crab and the ever-amusing sea lions.

Last year, almost 12 million people made their way to the Wharf. In

international surveys, it ranks as the No. 1 destination for SF-bound visitors,



right ahead of Chinatown and the Golden Gate Bridge. Oddly, this favorite spot,

as they see it today, is only 30 years old. Most of the major attractions -- the

Cannery, Ghirardelli Square, Pier 39 -- were built in the late 1960s.

Of course, there is one attraction -- drawing more than 1 million visitors

per year -- that remains an authentic experience. Alcatraz, the home away

from home for some infamous characters (Al Capone and Robert "the Birdman"

Stroud among them), has been a lot of things since its inception in 1853,

including a U.S. Army fort, a military prison and a high-security penitentiary.

The tour (call ahead for tickets, as it often sells out) focuses on the cell

blocks, which were designed to be inescapable -- and they were. Of the 14

inmates who attempted top escape, none were successful. Those caught trying

were punished with endless hours in solitary confinement. Today, it's the

visitors waiting to get in who spend endless hours on the Rock.



LGBT page



Chinatown

The reality of Chinatown is that there are two Chinatowns: One belongs

to the locals, the other charms the tourists. They draw more visitors annually

than the Golden Gate Bridge.

The reality of Chinatown is that there are two Chinatowns: One belongs to the locals, the other

charms the tourists. They overlap and dance with each other, drawing more visitors annually than the

Golden Gate Bridge.

Why the popularity? Because visitors expect something they won't find anywhere else. They expect to

be stunned and enchanted and stuffed with great food. And they will.

You don't need an itinerary to tackle Chinatown. Wandering aimlessly, weaving between locals and

ducking into shops is enough of a plan. Main Street for tourists is Grant Avenue, which is more about

cheap and kitschy plastic Buddhas than the long heritage of Chinatown. It should definitely be seen,

but moving on to the next block can be more rewarding.



Best Time To Visit Chinatown



For deep immersion into Chinatown, be sure to examine the many produce and

live markets that line Stockton Street (between Columbus and Broadway) on a Saturday afternoon.

That is where the locals do their shopping, and Saturday is the busiest day. Untrained Western eyes

may find the sight of live turtles, chickens and other animals peculiar, but the markets are definitely

interesting. Coupled with the clogged streets and the shouting matches over bok choy, they make for

an all-day attraction.

Exploring the pocket-size side streets at night is another great way to run into something unforeseen.

Dive bars in Chinatown are small, dark and moody, with locals playing dice and visitors wandering in

with curious looks on their faces.



Sights & Culture in Chinatown

Chinatown Gate: A gloriously decorated gate marks the entry to Grant Avenue's Chinatown. It was

unveiled in 1970, and helped secure the street's status as the neighborhood's center. Once you're past

the gate, you'll see elaborate 1920s streetlights sculpted to resemble golden dragons lighting the way.

Grant Avenue and Bush Street.

Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Factory: Here, tucked inside a storefront on tiny Ross Alley, some

20,000 fortune cookies a day are handmade by two women, each manning a conveyor belt of what

look like miniature waffle irons. The factory opened in August 1962, and though there are other

fortune cookie bakeries in the city, this is the only one where the cookies are still made by hand, the

old-fashioned way. Anyone is welcome to stroll in and watch the cookies being made, sample a cookie,

and pick up a bag of 40 for $3. The factory is open seven days a week, 8 a. m. to 6 p.m.. Admission is

free. But if you want to take a photograph - and how could you resist? - a sign by the front asks for 50

cents. 56 Ross Alley, (415) 781-3956.

Waverly Place: A picturesque street full of sights and smells to overwhelm you. It is also the nexus

of temples in Chinatown, including Tien Hau. Parallel to Grant Avenue and Stockton Street, between

Washington and Sacramento streets.

Chinese Historical Society of America: The Chinese Historical Society of America is one of the

oldest and largest organizations dedicated to the study, documentation, and dissemination of Chinese

American history. 965 Clay St., (415) 391-1188. Tues-Fri Noon to 5pm, free to the public first

Thursday of every month. (Website)

CHINATOWN EVENTS

Autumn Moon Festival: Also called the Mid-Autumn Festival, the Moon Festival takes place in

September, around the same time as the autumn equinox. Highlights typically include live

entertainment such as martial arts, acrobats, Chinese opera, karaoke, music, dance and a youth talent



contest, with plenty of activities for children like Chinese calligraphy, mini-car races and more.

(website)

Chinese New Year: The neighborhood gets decked out in red banners for one of San Francisco's

largest festivals. The Lunar New Year is celebrated with food, flowers, firecrackers and envelopes of

"lucky money." The two-week celebration includes music events, street fairs and the Miss Chinatown

USA pageant and culminates with a spectacular parade featuring a 160-foot-long dragon.

CHINATOWN TEMPLES AND CHURCHES

Buddhas Universal Church: Standing five stories, Buddhas Universal Church is the largest Buddhist

church in the country. Built in 1961, the temple is a place of serenity for the largest Buddhist

congregation in San Francisco. It also affords views over the whole city. 720 Washington St., (415)

982-6116, website.

First Chinese Baptist Church: One of the oldest churches in the community, the First Chinese

Baptist Church was organized in 1880, with the congregation settling into a building at the current

location eight years later. The church at the site was destroyed in the 1906 earthquake and rebuilt in

1908. The church offers services as well as language classes. 15 Waverly Place, (415) 362-4139,

Website.

Gold Mountain Sagely Monastery: This Buddhist sanctuary in the heart of Chinatown offers lectures

on Buddhism, Sutra recitations, and meditation classes. 800 Sacramento St., (415) 421-6117.

Kong Chow Temple: This Taoist temple, founded in 1857, has some of the most colorful altars in the

entire city. The green, red and gold altars display representations of various gods. This fourth-floor

location was built in 1977, and is also home to the Chinatown Post Office. 855 Stockton St., (415)

788-1339.

Norras Temple: Norras Temple is the oldest Buddhist Temple in San Francisco, dating back more

than 50 years. Featuring an altar made of wood imported from China, the temple is also adorned with

symbols from Tibetan Buddhism. The temple itself was named after Tibet's Norras Buddhist Temple.

109 Waverly St., (Third Floor), (415) 362-1993.

Old St. Mary's Cathedral: Old St. Mary's is one of the most prominent buildings in the Chinatown

area. The cathedral was built by Chinese laborers in 1854 using brick that was shipped around Cape

Horn and granite from China. Though the original was destroyed in the 1906 earthquake, the

cathedral was rebuilt in 1909. 660 California St., (415) 288-3800, website.

Tien Hau Temple: Each floor of this building has a completely different look to it, ranging from

opulent to neon. It was designed in 1911 and achieved its mishmash of influences through the years.

On the top floor is the temple, dedicated to the Goddess of Heaven. Brightly painted on the outside,

with the scent of incense wafting from its walls, the temple is a sanctuary for the people. Opening

time varies. Admission is free, but a donation is appreciated. 125 Waverly Place (at Clay Street), (415)

986-2520.

CHINATOWN ARTS/GALLERIES

Shakris Fine Asian Works of Art: True Asian antiques take centerstage at Shakris. The gallery

highlights Chinese ceramics dating from the Han Dynasty, jade pieces, such as an owl-faced pendant,

from 4,000 to 2,500 BC, and religious sculptures from the Ming Dynasty. Shakris also showcases

works from other Asian countries, such as Khmer stone and bronze sculptures, Indonesian arts and

Japanese Netsuke carvings. 954 Bush St., (415) 922-3838.

Chinese Culture Center: The center offers a variety of cultural events, including exhibitions of

traditional and contemporary art, performances of Chinese Opera and dance, classes in Chinese

language, painting and floral design, publications, tours, artists workshops and craft fairs. The center

also donates its facilities to the Chinatown Community Arts Program. 750 Kearny Street (Third Floor),

(415) 986-1822, website.

Stylers Art Gallery: This small gallery offers classes in Chinese calligraphy, brush painting, and other

traditional Chinese arts. 661 Jackson St., (415) 788-8639, website.



MURALS AND PUBLIC ART IN CHINATOWN

Stockton Street Mural-Chinese Railroad Workers by Amy Nelder. At Victory Memorial Hall,

erected by the China War Relief Association of America.

Photos of People from the Neighborhood by Darryl Mar, 1995. At the North Beach Parking Garage,

735 Vallejo Street, between Columbus and Stockton streets.

Five Carved Stones by Marcia Donahue, 2000. At Chinatown Park (Woh Hei Yuen Park), Powell St.

between Jackson and John streets.

Tectonic Melange by Lampo Leong, 2000. At Chinatown Park (Woh Hei Yuen Park), Powell St.

between Jackson and John streets.



Chinatown Restaurants

Chef Jia's: Every guidebook ever written on SF has probably mentioned the House of Nanking, but

few seem to shower its neighbor, Chef Jia's, with equal praise. We don't see why. Huge lines form for

Nanking, but Chef Jia's food is just as good (if not better) and cheap -- and the restaurant is less

crowded. One warning: Order "hot" only if you really mean it. 925 Kearny St., (415) 398-1626.

Empress of China: The quality of decor at this Chinatown institution surpasses the quality of its food.

Filled with temple artifacts and grand chandeliers, Empress exudes an air of elegance. The restaurant's

sixth-floor views over Portsmouth Square are worth a look, but its basic Cantonese cuisine pales in

comparison. 838 Grant Ave., (415) 434-1345. (website)

Golden Gate Bakery: The line always wraps outside the front of this Chinatown staple. Golden Gate

Bakery is known for its custard-filled confections, as well as for its densely sweet lotus seed paste

moon cakes. Just point at the sinful looking sweets behind the counter and you'll fill one of those

classic pink bakery boxes in no time. 1029 Grant Ave., (415) 781-262, website.

Great Eastern Restaurant: Cantonese seafood is a specialty at Great Eastern, which displays your

potential dinner, everything from Dungeness crabs and prawns to catfish and black bass, in large

tanks in the dining room. Prices aren't cheap, but this is one of the best spots for Hong Kong

specialties in the city. 649 Jackson St., (415) 986-2500, website.

Green Garden: Straightforward Chinese food made with fresh ingredients. Not a lot of distinction

between dishes, but a great bargain at lunch. (- SF Chronicle) 434 Broadway, (near Kearny), (415)

392-8338 (website)

Hang Ah Tea Room: Hang Ah, tucked away in one of Chinatown's small alleys, bills itself as San

Francisco's oldest dim sum house. Opened in 1920, the colorful decor in this tiny spot reflects the

equally colorful fare. Popular edibles include barbecue pork steam buns, shrimp dumplings, and sticky

rice with pork. For dessert Hang Ah serves homemade ice cream in fruity flavors, such as fresh

mango. The restaurant also serves pearl drinks, made from tapioca and various fruits. 1 Pagoda Pl.,

(415) 982-5686.

Henry Chung's Hunan: The key word at this longtime San Francisco institution is spice. From the

hair-raising hot sauce accompanying Henry's steamed dumplings to the curried tofu or chicken curry,

the Hunan is definitely one of Chinatown's hottest spots. 674 Sacramento St., (415) 788-2234,

website.

House of Nanking: People line up twice a day to try the Shanghai-style cooking (and great noodles)

at this barebones restaurant -- just overlook the spare interior, long lines and brusque service. (-SF

Chronicle) 919 Kearny St. (near Jackson), (415) 421-1429, website.



Hunan Home's Restaurant: Although it has become tourist-heavy, Hunan Home's Restaurant has

not allowed its standards to dip. Alongside the standard potstickers and spring rolls are more rarefied

items, like the succulent bread called ningsi juen, steamed rolls that you can also order deep fried. Eat

them alongside the Hunan spiced garlic prawns and orange beef. Service is less surly than at most

Chinatown restaurants. (- SF Chronicle / Bargain Bites 2004) 622 Jackson St. (at Kearny), (415) 9822844, website.

Jai Yun: Hailing from Nanjing, a couple of hundred miles from Shanghai, Chef Ji Nei' focuses on light

and delicate flavors, often steaming or brining the food. He is said to shop every day in Chinatown

which means the menu changes nightly depending on his finds. Foo yung abalone, scrambling eggs

with shellfish is one specialty. He's also known for his quail soup and basil-mushroom stir fry. 680 Clay

St., (415) 981-7438. (Chronicle Review)

Kam Po (H.K.) Kitchen: Located on the edge of Chinatown, a stone's throw from the Broadway

Tunnel, Kam Po is known for its cracklingly crisp-skinned pork and duck. Regulars tend to order

takeout but dining in the spanking-clean restaurant is also a pleasant experience. Try the pork-stuffed

tofu over Chinese greens, beef chow fun or one of the many authentic porridges - the more

adventurous can order pork kidney or liver versions. (--SF Chronicle) 801 Broadway (at Powell); (415)

982-3516. Lunch, dinner daily. Cash only.

The name says it all: Delicious Dim Sum (752 Jackson St). Fans of the small eatery rave about it's vast array of dumplings and authentic taste. Be warned, Delicious Dim Sum only takes cash and it's a bit of hike to get to this spot, but it's worth

it.



New Asia: The most impressive, dramatic Chinese restaurant in the city seats more than 1,000.

Exceedingly fresh dim sum, particularly the sui mai. Beer and wine only. 772 Pacific (near Stockton),

(415) 391-6666, website.

New Hong Kong Menu: Tucked in an alley on the border of the Financial District and Chinatown,

Hong Kong Menu is normally swamped for weekday lunches. Breeze in on most evenings and be

seated right away in the low-ceilinged room with faded bamboo wallpaper. Try the braised noodle with

spicy meat sauce, a Cantonese, Southern-style take on a Northern dish. Also good is the braised lamb

with dried bean curd in the clay pot section. (-SF Chronicle) 667-669 Commercial St. (at Kearny);

(415) 391-3677.

R&G Lounge: Chinese businessmen frequent the upstairs area at R&G Lounge, where Cantonese

banquet menus are the usual, featuring fresh produce and fresh fish. The downstairs gets packed at

lunchtime with locals gorging on the cheap rice plates. 631 Kearny St., (415) 982-7877. (website)

If you're looking for something different, try



Chinatown Shopping

General

Asian Renaissance: Asian imports of all persuasions fill this aesthetically

pleasing store. Bedspreads, Thai silk runners, kimonos, sake and tea sets and

candles are all beautifully presented, while New Age-style music plays in the

background. Books on feng shui are also in stock. 662 Grant Ave., (415) 397-1897.

Asian Image: The larger cousin of Asian Renaissance, Asian Image spans two

floors. The upstairs includes books on Asian culture and crafts, sushi-shaped



candles, silk fortune cookie covers, purses and scarves. Downstairs, the racks spill

with Chinese jackets, Thai silk shirts, hand-painted jackets and the like. 800 Grant

Ave., (415) 398-2602, website.

Bonsai Villa: Aside from the slew of bonsai plants in this small shop, Bonsai Villa

offers books on bonsai, Tai Chi and Chinese culture in general. 825 Clay St., (415)

837-1688.

Canton Bazaar: Not to be outdone by any other store on the block, Canton

Bazaar spans three floors featuring Lucky Cat collections, Mao statues, an array of

Buddhas, hand-carved dragons, porcelain sake sets and kimonos. It is even

possible to pick up an entire living room set. 616 Grant Ave., (415) 362-5750,

website.

China Gem Full: One of Chinatown's better wholesale shops for Chinese-style

clothes and handicrafts, China Gem Full sells everything from silk Mandarin

jackets to decorative tissue covers. 910 Stockton St. #8, (415) 346-6137.

China Station: One of the better tourist shops in Chinatown for cheap souvenirs,

such as yin and yang Chinese exercise balls, kimonos, decorative fans and Buddha

statues, as well as other Chinese arts and crafts. 456-460 Grant Ave., (415) 3974848.

Chinatown Kite Shop: Since 1969 this family-owned shop has specialized in a

vast array of kite designs, from traditional Chinese handmade silk butterfly kites to

Winnie the Pooh diamond kites. Durable sports kites are available as well. This is

also the spot to pick up a lion dance costume for Chinese New Year. 717 Grant Ave.,

(415) 989-5182,website

Clarion Music Center: A true melting pot for musical instruments, CDs and

classes, Clarion is the one spot in the city where you can pick up an Australian

didgeridoo, Chinese erhu, Moroccan gimbre or H'mong drur. Clarion also sells

complete lion dance costumes with instructions. 816 Sacramento St., (415) 3911317, website.



Dragon House: Dragon House sells genuine antiques and Asian fine arts, which

is often hard to find among Chinatown's reproductions. Its collection of ivory

carvings, ceramics, and jewelry dates back 2,000 years and beyond. 455 Grant

Ave., (415) 781-2351.

Eastwind Books & Arts: Founded in 1979, Eastwind Books & Arts houses one of

the most extensive selections of Chinese language and Chinese-related books in the

U.S. Publications hail from North America and Greater China. 1435 Stockton St.,

(415) 772-5877, website.

Han Palace Antiques & Art Center: Han Palace Fine Arts specializes in highquality authentic Chinese antiques: bronzes, ceramics, potteries, stone and wood

carved sculptures from the Neolithic Period to the Qing Dynasty. 1201 Powell St.,

(415) 788-5338, (website)

Man Hing Imports: Man Hing excels in its exquisite selection of import and

wholesale bird cages, Chinese vases, hand-carved bone jewelry and other crafts.

The shop also sells ivory statues with certificates identifying it as legal, not poached

ivory. 839-843 Grant Ave., (415) 989-5824.

Michael: Located at the entrance of the Chinatown Gates, this sprawling art and

antiques store is one of the largest of its kind in the area. Imports from all over the

world include decadent chandeliers, Romanesque marble statues, candelabras and

giant lion statues. Nothing subtle about any of the stock. 400 Grant St., (415) 4459958.

Old Shanghai: Filled with everything from antique bronze incense burners that

fetch $29,500 to ceramic tea pots, Old Shanghai offers an eclectic range of Chinese

fashions and home decor. Many of the items, such as the hand-painted lacquer

cabinets, are good quality. 645 Grant Ave., (415) 986-1222. (website)

Peking Bazaar: The department store setup doesn't make the most enticing

atmosphere, but Peking Bazaar definitely has something for everyone. The discount

imports include Vietnamese sarongs, pajama sets, raw silk kimonos, Chinese dolls,



lanterns and a sprawling jewelry section. Downstairs features tea sets, dishes and

other housewares. 826-832 Grant Ave., (415) 982-9847. (website)

Peter Pap Oriental Rugs: The rugs here, including many Persian antiques, are

displayed in gallery fashion. 470 Jackson St., (888) 581-6743 or (415) 956-3300.

(website)

Salve Regina Books & Gifts: The books at Salve range from secular to religious,

in both Chinese and English. There are books about Chinese culture, history,

Catholic bibles and language books for learning Mandarin. One section of Salve is

devoted to religious gifts. 728 Pacific Ave. #115, (415) 989-6279. (website)

Tai Nam Yang Furniture Co.: One of Chinatown's long-time residents, Tai Nam

has been offering home furnishings for over 22 years. Upstairs is filled with

Rosewood and Ebony Oriental furniture designs as well as lamps and other large

items. Downstairs provides a more fun shopping extravaganza, with everything

from porcelain pigs to Chinese dolls and hand-crafted birdcages. 438 Grant Ave.,

(415) 982-2733.

The Wok Shop: This no-nonsense cooking-equipment market sells woks, tea sets

and more. 718 Grant Ave., (415) 989-3797. (website)



Clothes

K&A Boutique: This boutique presents a small selection of women's wear, mostly

made in Hong Kong. Sweaters, jackets and other basics mix with accessories such

as scarves and handbags. 802 Stockton St., (415) 982-8886.



Herb Shops

Chinatown, especially along Washington and Jackson Streets, is chock full of oldworld herbalists, some of whom still use an abacus to add up your purchases. Here

are some of the more popular spots.

Great China Herb Co.: This shop offers a full wall of fresh Chinese herbs and

carries everything from ginseng to dried scallops. The shop first opened in 1922,



and the current owners still use the same set of cabinets to store the herbs. There is

a Chinese doctor at the store for those feeling ill. 857 Washington St., (415) 9822195.

Superior Trading Company: This herb company boasts the largest house of

Oriental herbs and ginseng, with imports from China, Korea and Hong Kong. 835837 Washington St., (415) 982-8722. (website)



Other

Tru Spa: After a full day of Chinatown shopping, a soothing massage or pedicure

is in order. Tru day spa focuses on the treatments rather than the cushy luxuries.

The all-white, clean, modern decor is a pleasant change from the cramped streets

and shops a few blocks away. Tru offers a full range of facials, massages and nail

treatments, as well as a Tropical Rainforest Room with warm water emanating

from the ceiling and other sprinklers. 750 Kearny St., (415) 399-9700. (website)



Chinatown Nightlife

Buddha Cocktail Lounge: Though tourists sometimes end up here, Buddha

remains more of a local hang. Patrons can sip their drinks in front of an altar to

Buddha that watches from behind the bar. 901 Grant Ave., (415) 362-1792.

Li Po: Classic local haunt that, with its David Lynch-like ambience, has become

famous with the tourists. The dark, red room in the back is the place to perch

yourself and watch the night's characters go by. 916 Grant Ave., (415) 982-0072,

website.

Mr. Bing's: Small room with a V-shaped bar that takes up most available space.

Has that gritty "Yep, this is a dive bar" feel and a friendly, down-to-earth staff.

Don't order anything too fancy. 201 Columbus Avenue, (415) 362-1545.



Red's Place: The main distinction at Red's Place is that it is Chinatown's oldest

bar, with about 60 years of drink serving under its belt. The clientele is generally

old-timers and neighborhood folks looking for a quiet bar setting. 672 Jackson St.,

(415) 956-449, website.

Whether you're with two people or twenty, Comstock Saloon (155 Columbus Ave) is an awesome place for a night out. There's a nice mix of locals and tourists, so you're never at a lost for finding someone interesting to talk to. Plus, the tasty

cocktails make, giving you another reason to stop by the saloon the next time you're out with friends.



Where to stay in Chinatown

Hotel Triton: One of the most quirky and colorful of San Francisco's boutique

hotels, Hotel Triton features guest rooms inspired by and sometimes designed by

various stars, such as the Jerry Garcia Suite. Carlos Santana inspired the Black

Magic Bedroom, Graham Nash from Crosby, Stills, and Nash helped create Suite:

Judy Blue Eyes, and Woody Harrelson recently helped design a room. Each

evening the hotel serves beer and wine and offers tarot card reading. 342 Grant

Ave., (800) 556-6085 or (415) 394-0500. (website)

Grant Plaza Hotel: Located just outside the Chinatown gate, the Grant Plaza is

affordable for its location. The hotel during the '40s and '50s was renowned as the

home of the Grand View Tea Garden, one of the city's hippest nightclubs at the

time. Today, the nightclub is a floor of guestrooms, and also features colorful

stained glass windows. 465 Grant Ave., (800) 472-6899 or (415) 434-3883.

(website)



Golden Gate Park

What's larger than New York's Central Park, once consisted of sand dunes, is now covered by over a

million trees? Golden Gate Park — the ultimate haven away from urban chaos.



What's larger than New York's Central Park, once consisted of sand

dunes, is now covered with more than 75,000 trees and is bison-friendly?



Golden Gate Park — the ultimate haven away from

urban chaos — was deeded to the people in 1870 out of the prescient notion

that San Franciscans would one day feel overcrowded. This foresight proved

invaluable, as 13 million people now visit the park every year.

Finding the land was the easy part. Someone still had to make grass and

trees grow out of sand dunes blasted by harsh oceanside winds.

The person to do it was William Hammond Hall, a 25-year-old civil

engineer who was appointed the park's first superintendent in 1871. Over the

next five years, Hall established the park's original design — including the

Panhandle — and began introducing grass, trees and numerous plants in an

environment most thought too barren for lush foliage.

Many of the park's iconic buildings arrived with the 1894 Midwinter Fair,

a sprawling expo and carnival meant to boost the economy and increase

tourism. S.F. wanted to prove that it had culture — so a fine-arts museum was

built. To prove that outdoor activities could be pursued, horse stables and vast,

unlandscaped greens were preserved. And to showcase the exotic and quirky

atmosphere of the city, several theme areas were developed, including Cairo

St., Japanese Village and an Eskimo habitat.



The fair succeeded at what it set out to do. Millions of people visited San

Francisco, business boomed and locals found renewed pride in their formerly

sand-covered park.

The Park Today Though the park has seen changes over the years,

what remains today is a testament to the will of the city to preserve a place to

play, relax and grow culturally. The newly designed California Academy of

Sciences and de Young museum have brought a modern feel to one of San

Francisco's oldest landmarks. Golden Gate Park is also home to a course for the

relatively new sport of disc golf. Meanwhile, many old traditions, like boating on

Stow Lake and watching the bison, have remained intact.



Getting To Golden Gate Park

Muni offers convenient connections to the park from transit stops

throughout the city. Muni riders with Fast Pass or transfer receive a $2 discount

to the de Young Museum. Use 511.org's transit trip planner for specific

directions.

The de Young museum's Website also has fairly thorough directions to

the park. Note that John F. Kennedy Dr. is closed to automobile traffic Sundays

from Transverse Dr. to McLaren Lodge.

Parking: There is time-limited parking along John F. Kennedy Dr., Martin

Luther King Jr. Dr. and side streets within the park, but these streets tend to get

crowded and are sometimes closed on weekends. Instead, visitors can park at

the Music Concourse Garage, which is open 7:30 a.m.-10 p.m. every day, and

costs $3.50 an hour during the week, $4 an hour on weekends (bicycle parking

is free). The north entrance is at 10th Ave. and Fulton St. and the south

entrance is at Concourse Dr. and Martin Luther King Dr. inside the park.

Alternate parking is available at Ocean Beach at John F. Kennedy Dr. and

the Great Highway or at the UCSF Medical Center Garage at Irving St. near 3rd

Ave. Parking at Ocean Beach is free and the UCSF Medical Center Garage costs

$3 an hour.

A Golden Gate park shuttle takes visitors to and from popular locations in

the park, include these parking structures.



Golden Gate Park Museums & Gardens

California Academy of Sciences: The academy's dazzling new

building, designed by renowned architect Renzo Piano, opened in 2008 at a

price tag of $488 million. The structure was built with sustainability in mind,

and so it includes a 2 1/2 acre living roof with 1.7 million native plants growing

on it. The academy contains the Kimball Natural History Museum, the Morrison

Planetarium, the Steinhart Aquarium and a four-story rainforest dome, and is



home to 38,000 living animals from 900 species. It is renowned for its

educational programs and focuses on 11 scientific fields, so there's something

interesting for a visitor of any age.

Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 11 a.m. to 5

p.m. on Sunday. Every Thursday, adults can attend from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Admission is $14.95-$24.95, free for children under age 3. Every third

Wednesday of the month is free. 55 Music Concourse Dr., (415) 379-8000.

(Website)



Conservatory of Flowers: Since 1879, locals and visitors have

marveled at San Francisco's Conservatory of Flowers, the oldest existing glassand-wood Victorian greenhouse in the Western Hemisphere. The conservatory's

four permanent exhibits mimic different climates and house a spectacular

collection of over 1,700 plant species from around the globe. Some of the most

popular plants include the conservatory's carnivorous plants, rare orchids,

prized century-old philodendron and lily pads that could hold the weight of a

small child. Conservatory is free the first Tuesday of every month. 100 John F.

Kennedy Dr., (415) 831-2090. (Website)

Garden of Shakespeare's Flowers: The garden was designed in 1928

by the California Spring Blossom and Wildflower Association to honor plants

and flowers mentioned in the Bard's poems and plays. Obsessed fans can play

"name the work" as they pass each of the 150-odd specimens. The secluded

location gives it a "secret garden" feel and makes it a popular wedding venue.

Free. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. and Middle Dr. E.

Japanese Tea Garden: Many people's favorite part of the park,

this was originally built as part of the sprawling 1894 Midwinter International

Exposition. This intricate and private (depending on the season) complex of

paths and ponds features Japanese and Chinese plants. Also hidden throughout

its five acres are beautiful sculptures and bridges. At the tea house, visitors can

enjoy traditional tea and cookies. The fortune cookie was invented by Makato

Hagiwara, whose family supervised the garden until World War II. Free

admission before 10 a.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 7 Hagiwara Tea Garden

Dr., (415) 666-3232



De Young Museum: The oldest museum in San Francisco

reopened on October 15, 2005 in a sensational building designed by Pritzker

Prize-winning architects Herzog & de Meuron. The first and second floor of this

huge museum feature permanent collections of American paintings, decorative

art and sculpture, as well as a vast array of non-American art: international



contemporary art, Oceanic carvings, African art, art from ancient American

civilizations and textiles and costumes from around the world. The basement is

reserved for their spectacular special exhibits.

Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday and until 8:45 p.m.

Friday. Admission is $6-$10, free for children under age 12. Every first Tuesday

of the month is free. The de Young courtyard, cafe, store, sculpture garden and

tower are free. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Dr., (415) 750-3600. (Website)



San Francisco Botanical Garden at Strybing Arboretum:

This 55-acre horticultural extravaganza entices the senses with more than

8,000 plant varieties. With 26 different gardens, the Botanical Garden

maintains blooming flowers all year round: the garden's three large cloud

forests bloom in the fall and winter, and the large collection of magnolias

comes to life in February. Free on the second Tuesday of the month. 9th Ave. at

Lincoln Way. Also accessible from the Japanese Tea Garden through the Friend's

Gate. (Website)

Rose Garden: Designed in 1961, the garden highlights hybrid tea,

floribunda, grandiflora and miniatures — the so-called "modern" roses. They're

at their best from Mother's Day to Father's Day, around July Fourth and from

around Labor Day through Columbus Day. Between Fulton Ave. and John F.

Kennedy Dr. at Park Presidio Blvd.



Recreation at Golden Gate Park

Archery: An archery field lies just north of the golf course. Lessons and

equipment (for rent or purchase) are available at the nearby San Francisco

Archery Shop. The field is at Fulton St. and 47th Ave. The shop is at 3795

Balboa St., (415) 751-2776. (Website)

Basketball: Highly competitive and energetic pick-up games are always

going on in the Panhandle, located at the eastern end of the park on Masonic

St., between Oak St. and Fell St.

Biking and Skating: Due to the long, narrow layout of the park, you

may want to tackle it on wheels. It doesn't hurt that the seven miles of paved

trails lead you by lush waterfalls and gardens. Keep in mind that John F.

Kennedy Dr. (the park's major artery during the week) and some other streets

are closed to auto traffic on Sundays, making cycling safer and more fun.

Equipment can be rented at:





Stow Lake Bike & Boat Rentals. 50 Stow Lake Dr., (415) 752-0347







Golden Gate Park Bike and Skate. 3038 Fulton St., (415) 668-1117.

(Website)







San Francisco Cyclery. 672 Stanyan St., (415) 379-3870. (Website)







Avenue Cyclery. 756 Stanyan St., (415) 387-3155. (Website)







Nomad Cyclery. 2555 Irving St., (415) 564-2022. (Website)



Dog Runs: There are three areas for your canine friend to frolic with

other dogs in: the southeast section bordered by Lincoln Way, Martin Luther

King Jr. Dr., 5th Ave. and 7th Ave.; the northeast section off Stanyan St.

between Hayes St. and Fulton St.; and the western section, bordered by Martin

Luther King Jr. Dr., Middle Dr., 34th Ave. and 38th Ave. There is also a dogtraining area at 38th Ave. and Fulton St.

Fly-Fishing: The fly casting pools near the buffalo paddock are

considered some of the best in the country, though there are no fish in the

rectangular ponds. Visitors should also see the unique WPA-era Angler's Lodge,

open whenever a member of the Golden Gate Angling & Casting Club is

present. John F. Kennedy Dr. and 36th Ave., (415) 386-2630.

Golf: A nine-hole public golf course is located at the west end of the

park. 970 47th Ave., (415) 751-8987.

Handball: Whether you prefer indoor or outdoor courts, the park has

'em. Two of each, in fact. Reservations are not necessary, and the courts are

open every day. Bring your own equipment. Middle Dr. East between MLK Jr. Dr.

and Bowling Green Dr.

Horseshoes: These 16 courts were newly restored in 2009.

Conservatory Dr. East. For more information, visit the San Francisco Horseshoe

Pitching Club website.

Kezar Stadium: The 10,000-seat outdoor stadium includes an allweather track for public use. Teams can reserve the field for various sports.

Gymnasium and basketball courts available in the pavilion. 755 Stanyan St.,

(415) 831-6305.

Lawn Bowling: The San Francisco Lawn Bowling Club manages three

greens and offers free lessons. Contact the club for information and

reservations. Bowling Green Dr., between Middle Dr. East and Martin Luther

King Jr. Dr., (415) 487-8787. (Website)

Lindy in the Park: Swing dancing every Sunday (weather permitting),

from 11 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Free beginner lesson at 12:00 p.m. John F. Kennedy

Dr. between 8th Ave. and 10th Ave. (Website)

Pétanque: This French bowling game, similar to bocce, has a small but

devout following in the Bay Area. Bring your own equipment. Court opposite

38th Ave. and Fulton Ave.

Spreckels Lake: Both wind-powered and motor-powered model boats

can be seen sailing on this artificial lake at Kennedy Dr. and 35th Ave. For more

info, see the SF Model Yacht Club Website.



Stow Lake: This beautiful lake, the largest in the park, is popular

with fly fishers and amateur boaters. It also serves as the park's

principal reservoir. Paddleboats and rowboats can be rented at the

northwestern side of the lake. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. and John F.

Kennedy Dr. near 19th Ave., (415) 752-0347.

Strawberry Hill: This naturally formed island in the middle of Stow Lake

affords great views of the surrounding park, the Golden Gate Bridge and Mt.

Tamalpais. A good day-hike, with lush foliage, trees and an artificial waterfall.

Surfing, sea-lion watching, sunbathing and beachcombing: Ocean

Beach is a great place for all of those activities; unfortunately, swimming is

discouraged because of dangerous riptides. Nonetheless, the beach is still a

beautiful and stunning place to watch the waves crash over imposing cliffs.

Located at the end of the park, near the Cliff House.

Tennis: Twenty-one courts are located at the Golden Gate Park Tennis

Complex at the eastern end of the park. Reservations required. See the Golden

Gate Park Tennis Club website for more info. Bowling Green Dr. and John F.

Kennedy Dr., (415) 753-7001.

Team Sports:The many fields and meadows are first-come, first-serve

for team pick-up games and league play, with space for soccer, football,

baseball, ultimate frisbee and softball. See the Rec & Park Website for more

info. (415) 831-5510.

Disc Golf: The permanent 18-hole course at Marx Meadow is a popular

spot for pick-up games. Check the San Francisco Disc Golf website for updates.

John F. Kennedy Dr. between 25th Ave. and 30th Ave.

Ultimate Frisbee: Games usually spring up at Speedway Meadow.

Some games draw big crowds, and all skill levels are represented. Check out

the Bay Area Disc Association website for info about league play.



Golden Gate Park's Other Sights

Arts & Crafts: Adults and children can take classes in ceramics,

painting, metal arts and drawing at the Sharon Art Studio. Near Koret Children's

Quarter at the far eastern end of the park. Bowling Green Dr. between Kezar Dr.

and Martin Luther King Jr. Dr., (415) 753-7004.

Beach Chalet and Park Chalet: This Spanish-style two-story building,

designed by famed architect Willis Polk, opened in 1925 as a changing room for

people dipping in the ocean across the street. Although it fell into disrepair for

decades, it reopened in 1997 as a brewpub and restaurant. The downstairs

serves as the Golden Gate Park Visitor's Center, and showcases Lucien

Labaudt's WPA-era frescoes. The Park Chalet is a glass-enclosed casual

restaurant and bar at the back. A stone fireplace warms diners on foggy nights,



while retractable glass walls that face the Dutch windmill and trees in

Golden Gate Park open when the weather is nice. (-SF Chronicle/SF

Gate) 1000 Great Hwy. (at Fulton), (415) 386-8439. 1000 Great

Highway (between Fulton St. and Lincoln S), (415) 386-8439.

(Chronicle reviews: Beach Chalet, Park Chalet) (Website)

Birding: For a great guide on what you might see and when, see this

page on the San Francisco Field Orinthologists' Website.

Buffalo Paddock: Small herds of bison have made their stoic presence

known since 1892, when the park was a free-range zoo of elk, bears, goats and

other animals. John F. Kennedy Dr. between 36th Ave. and Chain of Lakes Dr.

East.

Golden Gate Park Band: The Golden Gate Park Band has been playing

free public concerts on Sundays between Memorial Day and Labor Day in

Golden Gate Park since September of 1882. Check their website for the concert

schedule.

Koret Children's Quarter: TThe 1912 Herschel-Spillman

carrousel is the main draw, but there are also swings, slides and other

kids' playground favorites. The carrousel is open daily Memorial Day

through Labor Day, and Friday through Sunday the rest of the year.

Martin Luther King Jr. Dr. and Bowling Green Dr., (415) 831-2700. (Website)

McLaren Lodge: This elegant building was built in 1896 to house John

McLaren. It is also one of the oldest Mission-style structures in the City. Today, it

houses the Rec & Park Department headquarters as well as a park information

center. It's also the site of the annual Golden Gate Park tree lighting in early

December. Open Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. (415) 831-2700.

Music Concourse and Pavilion: Built in 1899 as part of the Midwinter

Fair to promote California, it reopened in 2007 with newly landscaped grounds

leading to the classically-styled Music Pavilion. Every Sunday during the

summer, the Golden Gate Park Band gives free concerts here.

National AIDS Memorial Grove: Built and maintained by volunteers,

this solemn spot offers a chance for reflection and remembrance. Bowling

Green Dr. and Middle Dr. East. (415) 765-0498. (Website)

Opera in the Park: In September, San Francisco Opera's annual free

outdoor concert features arias and operatic excerpts by current artists,

accompanied by the acclaimed San Francisco Opera Orchestra. Sharon Meadow

off Kezar Dr. (Website)

Picnic Grounds: There is almost nothing more pleasant than a sunny

day picnicking in the park. If you have a large group, reserving a spot could

make the day hassle-free, as long as the weather cooperates. Barbecue pits



between Marx Meadow and Speedway Meadow near John F. Kennedy Drive,

(415) 831-5500 for reservations.

Rose Garden: Designed in 1961, the garden highlights hybrid tea,

floribunda, grandiflora and miniatures — the so-called "modern" roses. They're

at their best from Mother's Day to Father's Day, around July Fourth and from

around Labor Day through Columbus Day. Located between Fulton Ave. and

John F. Kennedy Dr. at Park Presidio Blvd. (-SF Chronicle/SF Gate) (Chronicle

Article)

Portals of the Past: A front porch standing without a house, reflecting

in a still lake below — that's all that remains of a wealthy Nob Hill house

destroyed in the 1906 earthquake. At Lloyd Lake, between John F. Kennedy Dr.

and Cross-Over Dr.

Rhododendron Island: The nearly 1-acre, sunken bowl next to

Spreckels Lake was restored by a huge team of volunteers in 2004. Now, the

island is home forty cypresses and stone pines providing shade for 400

rhododendrons. They bloom once a year, with different varieties showing color

between February and May.

Statues: Most of them are cleverly hidden in inconspicuous locations

because John McLaren, the gardener who tended Golden Gate Park for more

than 50 years, did not care for statues. In fact, he hated them so much, it is

rumored that he took the one that sculptor Earl Cummings created of McLaren

himself and hid it in the stables, where it was not discovered until after his

death in 1943. Pick up a map to the monuments at the Japanese Tea Garden or

McLaren Lodge and begin your scavenger hunt.



Windmills and the Queen Wilhelmina Tulip Garden: Two

historic windmills sit at the west end of the park. The Dutch (North)

Windmill was completed in 1902. The Murphy (South) Windmill was

built in 1905 and was the largest windmill of its kind in the world.

Both fell into disrepair, but only the north windmill was repaired in 1980, when

the adjacent tulip garden was also planted. (The tulips bloom in February and

March.) Thanks to funds raised by the Campaign to Save the Golden Gate Park

Windmills, in 2002 the cap of the South Windmill was shipped to the

Netherlands for restoration. (Chronicle Article)



For more information and a schedule of events in the park, visit the San

Francisco Recreation & Park Department website



The Haight

Save for a few hippie relics, the Haight today is a whole new scene. Exclusive boutiques, high-end

vintage-clothing shops, Internet cafés and hip restaurants have settled in.



One of many artistic murals painted along Haight Street.



Photo by Marlene Goldman, special to SF Gate



WHAT'S IT LIKE?

If there's any area of San Francisco that evokes images of the longgone '60s hippie culture, the Haight is it. Fragments of that flowerpower, incense-burning, acid-dropping, tie-dye-wearing, peace-andlove-vibing era can be purchased at smoke shops and Easterninfluenced outlets bearing names like Dreams of Kathmandu and The

Love of Ganesha. But save for a few hippie relics, the Haight today is a

whole new scene. Exclusive boutiques, high-end vintage-clothing shops,

second-hand stores, Internet cafés and hip restaurants have all settled

in, making the Haight one of San Francisco's commercial centers.

Neo-punks, club kids, fashionites, tourists and neighborhood folks are equally at home here, whether

they have come to get a new piercing, grab a burrito, find the latest drum 'n' bass 12-inch or just

people-watch from a café. But there are two distinctly different areas of the Haight: The Upper Haight,

which stretches from Stanyan to Masonic, is the more moneyed shopping zone, though it deteriorates

a bit where it stretches toward Golden Gate Park. Meanwhile, the Lower Haight, roughly Divisidero to

Webster, is a more diverse neighborhood with a grittier feel. While it has been an alternate nightlife

hub for years, the Lower Haight has become a main draw among DJs and ravers with the proliferation

of dance-music record shops and clubs.



BEST TIME TO GO

The Haight has a nice just-rolled-out-of-bed vibe during the day -- perfect for lazing around in cafés

and bookstores -- but you'll have to navigate through plenty of panhandlers and tourists. Weekends

can get quite crowded with shoppers and brunch seekers during the day, and bar- and club-goers at



night. A lot of homeless camp near the entrance to Golden Gate Park and hang out in the Upper

Haight area, but if you walk by they'll usually just ask for some change or a smile.

Getting there: There's metered parking on Haight and nearby neighborhood parking, but actually

finding a spot can be tough. Muni buses 7, 71 and 71L run the length of Haight from Market; Muni bus

6 comes from Market also, but turns on Parnassus. The 37 runs from Twin Peaks to the Haight, and

the 33 goes along Stanyan in the Upper Haight. For more info on public transportation in this area, see

the 511.org Web site.



SIGHTS & CULTURE

Corner of Haight & Ashbury: Back in the mid-1960s, this was perhaps the most famous intersection

in the world, a place where young people came to from all over the world in search of love and peace.

Some found it and some didn't, but that was only one chapter in this neighborhood's long and colorful

history. Today it's worth a visit just to see the beautiful Victorians that surround the area. And maybe

to get a Ben and Jerry's ice-cream cone, if you like that sort of thing.

Buena Vista Park: Hike, jog, walk or just lean your back against a tree in these 36 acres of forested

parkland with great views of surrounding Victorians and the city. Oak and pine trees stand next to

eucalyptus and Monterey cypress, with trails winding throughout. It's one of the city's oldest parks,

and you can still see some fragments of headstone inscriptions in the retaining walls, which were built

with granite and marble partly salvaged from former San Francisco cemeteries. (Web site)

The Grateful Dead house: In the mid-'60s, the Grateful Dead lived together (with many other

transients) in this 1890 Cranston-Keenan building (that's Cranston, as in former US Sen. Alan

Cranston's grandfather). 710 Ashbury St.

Haight Street Fair: In June, locals and tourists pack the Upper Haight for the Haight Street Fair,

featuring local bands, food stalls from neighborhood restaurants and, of course, plenty of shopping.



RESTAURANTS

All You Knead: As the name of this dinerlike spot implies, one plateful here is all you need for most

of the day. Giant breakfast plates overflow with home fries and eggs. Vegetarians have a vast array of

lunch and dinner options, including veggie burritos, pastas and hearty soups. This place can get

crowded for weekend brunch. 1466 Haight St., (415) 552-4550.

Asqew Grill: From tofu kebabs to grilled caramel apples, everything on the menu is served on a

skewer. Food is fresh and cheap. The decor is equally askew: Tables are designed like pieces of a

jigsaw puzzle, and on the walls are hung with slightly twisted photos featuring subjects such as naked

skaters heading over a bridge and an old banjo player with his feet and body oddly contorted. 1607

Haight St., (415) 701-9301.

Axum Cafe: A bare-bones operation packed with a diverse Lower Haight crowd, especially on the

weekends. Dishes are served on a large piece of injera, the Ethiopian pancakelike bread, with a

refreshingly tangy salad. The vegetarian combo for two or more starts at $12, and includes five

different dishes, including spicy mushrooms simmered with tomatoes, and a milder dish of cabbage

and potatoes. Many of the meat dishes, especially the lamb, are properly spicy and satisfying, too. (SF Chronicle) 698 Haight St. (at Pierce), (415) 252-7912. (Bargain Bites 2004)

Bia's Restaurant & Wine Bar: Taking the place of the popular Zare, Bia's retains the old restaurant's

California-Mediterranean focus. Whole wheat pancakes are popular for brunch, while dishes like

stuffed eggplant make for tasty entrees. Other dinner options include penne pasta with vodka, pan

seared sea bass, and smoked chicken linguine. Bia's boasts 70 different varieties of red and white



wines from all over the world, which can be enjoyed at the new cherrywood bar in front. 1640 Haight

St., (415) 861-8868.

The Blue Front Café: The welcoming genie outside the Blue Front reflects the mostly Mediterranean

cuisine (with a health-conscious emphasis), such as a super avocado wrap or a falafel burrito. The

variety of inexpensive eats also includes basic sandwiches like chicken filet and a number of

vegetarian options such as the garden eggplant with pesto and sun-dried tomato. Try the Middle

Eastern omelet with tomatoes, garlic, parsley and feta cheese for breakfast. 1430 Haight St., (415)

252-5917.

Café du Soleil: Pascal Rigo's organic breads and croissants arrive daily, to be eaten solo or in openfaced sandwiches alongside salads or homemade chips. Beer and wine served until Soleil's 10pm

closing time; there's also outside seating. 200 Fillmore St. (at Waller), (415) 934-8367.

Cafe International: This place just begs you to don a big comfy sweater and come with your favorite

book or journal, put your feet up and sip some heartwarming coffee. It also serves salads, soup and

sandwiches. Live bands visit occasionally, so you might want to check out the schedule ahead of time.

508 Haight St., (415) 552-7390.

Cantata Coffee Co.: Here, coffee addicts can find flavored coffees like hazelnut as well as basic

lattes, mochas and espresso drinks. Health nuts, meanwhile, can revel in fresh-juice choices like

carrot, cantaloupe and watermelon or fruit smoothies. On rare warm San Francisco days, sit outside

and treat yourself to a banana hot-fudge sundae. 1708 Haight St., (415) 221-5555.

Cha! Cha! Cha!: Widely regarded as the best Caribbean restaurant in the city, this place is wellknown for outstanding fish tapas, calamari, plantains and other dishes influenced by cuisine from

Africa, Spain, Louisiana and Brazil. It's perpetually packed, so you'll want to put your name on the list

early and either stroll the Haight or while away the time sipping the famously delicious sangria. 1801

Haight St., (415) 386-5758. (Chronicle Review)

Chilli Cha Cha: This Thai cafe specializes in noodle and other Thai soups, including a tasty vegetarian

Tom Kha Pak coconut vegetable soup. The gamut of Thai curry sauces is also available. Chilli serves a

number of rice plates and pan fried noodle options. Save room for the sticky rice with mango dessert.

494 Haight St., (415) 552-2960.

The Citrus Club: Udon. Soba. Lo mein. There are plenty of choices to noodle over at this Haight panAsian spot. Grab a seat at the bar, or wait for a table to taste noodle soups that rival any pho house in

the Tenderloin. Start with neatly wrapped spring rolls or innovative cold noodles such as orange-mint

or spicy lime and coconut. And even if the wok-tossed noodles don't always hit the mark, ample

portions and speedy service compensate at this bustling joint that seems straight from the set of

"Tampopo." Vegan items, too. (-SF Chronicle) 1790 Haight St., (415) 387-6366. (Chronicle

Review/Bargain Bites 2004)

The Grind Cafe: Locals come to this hangout for the espresso drinks, smoothies and large portions of

grub. Breakfast offerings include a vast selection of omelets or creative pancakes like the Coco-loco,

with bananas, macadamia nuts and coconut. Lunch sandwiches and salads are available as well. 783

Haight St., (415) 864-0955.

Horseshoe Coffee House: Horseshoe is the best place in the Lower Haight to get jacked up on java

and get some work done. It also has the distinction of being the first Internet café in the United

States, and still has a few Internet stations as well as a large circular table in the middle with outlets

to plug laptops in. 566 Haight St., (415) 626-8852.

Indian Oven: The plain white tablecloths here don't reflect the zesty north Indian food. More exotic

choices include fish tandoori with Chilean sea bass marinated in herbs and spices, and chicken Madras

cooked in spicy coconut sauce with raisins and basic sabji-vegetable curry. Sides include a variety of

breads like goat-cheese naan. 233 Fillmore St. (near Haight), (415) 626-1628. (Chronicle Review)

Kan Zaman: Passing by Kan Zaman's windows on the weekends, it's hard not to stop and stare. Belly

dancers swirl and clink away in front of ogling guests and passersby, beckoning the latter inside to



enjoy tasty Moroccan platters. Another treat is the postmeal hookahs, filled with the diner's choice of

flavored tobaccos to top off the evening. 1793 Haight St., (415) 751-9656. (Chronicle Review)

Kate's Kitchen: Get here early, because on weekend mornings and afternoons, there's always a line

for super-huge servings of food made with all-natural ingredients. The pancakes are humongous, and

the egg scrambles are savory; vegetarian and vegan options are also available. 471 Haight St., (415)

626-3984. (Chronicle Review)

Magnolia Pub and Brewery: The Haight's only brewpub boasts its own array of beers -- the awardwinning Blue Bell Bitter, the hearty Stout of Circumstance and lighter ales like the Sara's Ruby Mild, to

name a few. Magnolia also brews special seasonal beers, such as the Winter Warmer, with a blend of

malt and fruit flavors, and the Jubilee Ale, brewed specially for the Haight Street Fair each June.

Magnolia offers a varied menu that includes grilled wild salmon, a grilled portobello-mushroom

sandwich and salad with organic greens, tomato and goat-cheese fondue. 1398 Haight St., (415) 8647468. (Chronicle Review/Web site)

Memphis Minnie's: Flights of sake may be touted at the counter and tables papered with reprints

from Gourmet magazine, but don't let that fool you. Memphis Minnie's is a barbecue joint, and behind

its fire-engine-red facade it serves up enough ribs, brisket, chicken, pork and sausage to satisfy the

hungriest 'cue fan. Decor is at once kitschy and cool, with a pig piñata hanging from the ceiling and

another flying oinker circling above the counter. Don't miss the killer banana pudding. 576 Haight St.,

(415) 864-7675. (Chronicle Review)

Metro Caffe: Four tables inside and two tables out sum up the seating at Metro Caffe, an unassuming

hole-in-the-wall whose claim of using Niman Ranch beef is the first sign you're in for a treat. The

Metro Burger is a delectable patty served with mayonnaise, mustard, ketchup, lettuce, tomato, pickle

and onion. Pair it with some hot, crunchy onion rings or french fries and a root beer float and a quick

bite becomes the All-American meal. Service is basic but the staff is friendly and responsive. (--SF

Chronicle) 247 Fillmore St. (at Haight Street); (415) 621-9536. Lunch, dinner daily.

Ploy Thai Cuisine II: The cozy, sometimes cramped, upstairs seating overlooks Haight Street. Good,

consistent Thai food keeps regulars coming back, with most dishes, such as roast duck curry, garlicpepper beef and charbroiled vegetables, at or less than $10. The spicy tofu or Thai fresh egg roll make

perfect appetizers. 1770 Haight St., (415) 387-9224.

The Pork Store Cafe: The photos on the wall give its full history, but in short the Pork Store Cafe is a

Haight Street relic. Opened in 1916 as a butcher and sausage shop, the café turned into a restaurant

in the '50s under another name and assumed its current title in 1979. Heaping breakfast plates are

the main attraction -- check out the Pork Store Special, with two pork chops, eggs, biscuits and hash

browns. Vegetarian options include scrambled eggs with onions, spinach, Jack cheese and salsa.

Closes by late afternoon. A second location is between Valencia and Guerrero in the Mission. 1451

Haight St., (415) 864-6981.

Chronicle article: Haight Street spot serves up big breakfasts to burst over



Rosamunde: If you have a craving for a sausage sandwich, you just can't beat Rosamunde. This

small eatery specializes in sausage, including a smoked duck sausage with juniper berries, hazelnuts

and pork and a Merguez sausage with spicy lamb and beef, and a seafood sausage filled with shrimp,

scallops and snapper. Sausages are grilled to order and served on large buns; grilled onions are a

delightful accompaniment. Limited counter seating. (--SF Chronicle) 545 Haight St. (near Fillmore

Street); (415) 437-6851. Lunch, dinner daily.

Chronicle article: Paul K chef Daryl McDaniels dines at Rosamunde



Squat 'N' Gobble/Squat 'N' Gobble Too: Warm and homey, these twin cafés serve excellent coffee

drinks and satisfying food. Their crepes and sandwiches are filled amply, and nearly everything on the

menu comes with a heap of home potatoes. You'll always leave this joint fully gratified, but beware -the food coma will be close behind. 237 Fillmore St. (near Haight), (415) 487-0551; 1428 Haight St.,

(415) 864-8484.



Thep Phanom: The restaurant frames and hangs its many accolades from the walls -- and all the

praises are just. Thep Phanom cooks up specialties like the Bird of Paradise, with marinated quails in

garlic and pepper deep fried and served with spicy-and-sour sauce, or specialties like crispy jumbo

prawns and snapper served with peanut sauce. There is a choice of more than 20 appetizers such as

spicy seafood salad with cashews in lemon dressing. 400 Waller St. (near Haight), (415) 431-2526.

(Chronicle Review)

Zona Rosa: Though Zona Rosa's food is not all that distinctive, it was one of the first taquerias in the

Haight. There are plenty of vegetarian options and fresh juices. 1793 Haight St., (415) 668-7717.

For more Haight restaurants, check out these Chronicle reviews.

SHOPPING

Gallery 683: Featuring tribal art from Central and South America, as well as from Southern Mexico,

this gallery also sells silver jewelry, drums, and other Native American crafts. A bit unrelated, 683 also

focuses on original 1960s rock posters, handbills, and memorabilia. 683 Haight St., 415-861-1311.

Betsy Dee: Dee carries her own contemporary sportswear line and many new local clothing and

accessories designers. (-SF Chronicle) 1322 Haight St., (415) 861-2527.

The Booksmith: The rows and rows of new books can be a bit overwhelming at Booksmith, but

spoken-word CDs are stacked at the counter, and author readings and events occur up to twice a

week. 1644 Haight St., (415) 863-8688. (Web site)

Bound Together Bookstore: This volunteer-run shop's tagline is "An Anarchist Collective," so don't

expect to find Danielle Steele novels here. Instead, look for authors like Noam Chomsky and Mumia

Abu-Jamal, books about anarchy in Cuba, zines from the likes of Earth First! and works from other

radical, alternative, left-wing presses -- including, of course, "The Anarchist Yellow Pages." T-shirts

advertising faux fast-food outlets "Murder King" and "MadCow's" are also sold. 1369 Haight St., (415)

431-8355. (Web site)

FTC: Skaters flock to this shop for skateboards, Stussy skate pants, skateboard videos, and a variety

of skate-related accessories and magazines. 1632 Haight St., (415) 626-0663. (Web site)

Genesis Imports: The UN of crafts shops, Genesis features a worldwide mixture of crafts. Indonesian

wooden dragons, statues from Tanzania, Vietnamese carved miniature boats, Peruvian jewelry, masks

from Ghana, American Indian saddle blankets -- the list goes on. 1597 Haight St., (415) 703-0775.

Looking Glass Collage: Since 1973, Steve Wilson has offered custom stained glasswork and Gail

Mitchell custom beaded jewelry. The small shop is filled with hand-blown glass in the shape of

Egyptian perfume bottles, plus wine glasses and more, as well as a selection of beads. 1572 Haight

St., (415) 863-1200.

Mendel's Art Supplies: What started out in 1968 as mainly a house-paint store has over the years

diversified along with the community and become a full art-supply outlet. Mendel's specializes in

offbeat costume wear and eccentric fabrics as well as arts-and-crafts items like origami kits, stickers,

paint and paper supplies and rubber stamps. 1556 Haight St., (415) 621-1287. (Web site)

Mickey's Monkey: If you're looking for that certain knickknack for your home, Mickey's Monkey is

crammed with all sorts of collectibles. Lava lamps, globes, wooden crosses, masks, turtle lights and

other trinkets are neatly displayed in the small space available. It's also a place to find used furniture

at decent prices. 214 Pierce St., (415) 864-0693.

Robotspeak: Dubbing itself San Francisco's independent electronic music shop, Robotspeak sells

hardware, such as mixers, drum machines, and microphones, as well as audio editing software, and

the like. The location also hosts audio production classes and live music performances. 589 1/2 Haight

St., (415) 554-1977.

Scents-U-All: The main draw at this small scent-driven shop is its custom-blend perfumes. It also

sells a variety of essential oils, incense, scented candles, and small gift items. 438 Haight St., 415861-OILS.



SFO Snowboarding: A prime spot for snowboarders to stock up on all the boots, boards, bindings,

and outerwear. 618 Haight St., (415) 386-1666. (Web site)

Soul Patch Tattoo: Add Soul Patch to the long list of piercing and tattoo parlors in the City. One wall

features large, framed sample designs prospective clients can flip through, and there is a portfolio

book as well. Henna tattoos are also an option, and Soul Patch throws in a few T-shirts, sunglasses,

and jewelry to round out its stock. 1599 Haight St., (415) 552-3444.

Stuf: Accessorize, accessorize. That's the raison d'etre for Stuf. The stuff inside includes jewelry,

handbags, slippers, and hats, featuring some local designers. Most items are reasonably priced,

though some tend toward the expensive side. 1612 Haight St., 415-551-STUF.

Tibet Styles: Filled with rugs, jewelry, jackets, and wall hangings from monasteries, the stock in Tibet

Styles is designed mostly by Tibetan refugees in India and Nepal. The store adds a few nice touches,

such as offering information about the symbols on each of the wall hangings. 1707 Haight St., 415387-0903.

Ambiance: Women who want to look both fashionable and grown up flock here for reasonably-priced,

well-chosen pieces by French Connection, Free People, XOXO, Silver Jeans and Trina Turk, as well as

finds from several smaller labels. This is also the place to pick up a great dress, shoes and bag for a

date, wedding, office party or other event. Just be prepared for lots of attention from well-meaning

staff members -- they are incredibly helpful when you need it, but can be a little too much when you

don't. 1458 Haight St., (415) 552-5095.

Bang-On San Francisco: This old-school T-shirt shop focuses on '70s and '80s music, with iron-ons

depicting the Clash, Sex Pistols, David Bowie, the Smiths, and Madness, among others. Custom

lettering is also an option. 1603 Haight St., no phone.

Buffalo Exchange: A used-clothing buy-sell bonanza, with racks and racks of hip jeans, sweaters,

jackets, dresses, T-shirts, shoes and much, much more! There are a few new items sprinkled

throughout the store, but they're usually pretty cheap, too. 1555 Haight St., (415) 431-7733. (Web

site)

Cheap Thrills: These shops are a dream for the retro punk contingents in the Haight. Whether it's a

CBGB's tank top, skull shirt, Manic Panic hair dye, or studded punk bracelet, Cheap Thrills hearkens an

early '80s New York vibe. Other paraphernalia includes body art tattoos, Elvis lighters, Bart Simpson

Pez dispensers, and Bendy toys. 1324 Haight St., (415) 252-8395 and 1687 Haight St., (415) 2525687.

Clobba: Geared toward men and women ages 15 to 32, Clobba carries trendy and upbeat designs

mainly from Los Angeles and New York. Aside from the clothing lines, the front of the shop features

accessories such as jewelry and belt buckles. 1604 Haight St., (415) 864-4701.

Costumes on Haight: A mecca for Halloween and Mardi Gras revelers, Costumes on Haight is the

place to find those Viking hats, boas, king's crowns, colorful wigs, pimp jackets, pirate shirts, Victorian

boots, poodle skirts or whatever else you can dream up. The main floor is stocked with vintage clothes

as well. Costumes are also for rent. 735 Haight St., (415) 621-1356. (Web site)

Crossroads Trading Co.: Though the front of this expansive store shows off some new lines for men

and women, most of the stock at Crossroads is high-quality used clothes. This location reflects the

style of its Haight Street shoppers -- items are hip, young and often clubworthy. Other sections are

devoted to hats, belts, scarves, sunglasses and jewelry. See their Web site for details on selling your

clothes. 1519 Haight St., (415) 355-0555. (Web site)

Held Over: Sift through racks of vintage clothes from the '60s and '70s for men and women -- basic

used sweaters, T-shirts, dresses and jeans. Held Over charges relatively reasonable prices, such as

$20 or $30 for a pair of jeans or $250 for a good-quality leather jacket. 1543 Haight St., (415) 8640818.

La Rosa: This upscale vintage boutique focuses on clothes and collectables from the '20s to '50s,

though there are some items from the '60s and '70s in stock. Dinner jackets, formal dresses, feather



hats and other accessories come from all over the world. While shirts range from $65 to $265, some

carry as much as a $1,000 price tag, while gowns can cost up to $2,000. 1711 Haight St., (415) 6683744.

New York Apparel: This is the spot for that fishnet bodysuit, silver vinyl pants, black vinyl lace-up

dress, chains, leather and sexy lingerie. Old-school New York punk wear, like studded belts and

bracelets, lives on here. A wall of cheap colored tights and fishnets is a main attraction. 1722 Haight

St., (415) 751-8823.

Piedmont Boutique: The two giant fishnetted legs sticking out over Piedmont give a hint as to the

creative and colorful clothes inside. For more than 30 years, Uti, Piedmont's designer, has been

fashioning costumes and outfits for dancers, stylists, theater folks, drag queens and local rockers like

Super Booty. About 90 percent of the clothes, lingerie, hats, coats, boas and assorted accessories are

produced by Piedmont, and Uti says its seamstresses can produce anything on request in two days.

Prices are midrange, but the store uses only high-quality fabrics. 1452 Haight St., (415) 864-8075.

(Web site)

SoMe: The colorful murals outside SoMe reflect the creative fashions and artwork inside, especially

the accessories. Crocheted hats, funky sandals, and fuzzy slippers are just a few examples. SoMe also

sells affordable leather jackets and other basic apparel. 1391 Haight St., (415) 552-1525.

Static: For those longing to don '70s and '80s fashions (oxymoron not intended), Static specializes in

those as well as older vintage clothes. The front cases in the shop display Duran Duran and other

buttons as well as old Gucci bags. Static also sells used fur jackets, which may not sit well with all the

PC types in the Haight. 1764 Haight St., (415) 422-0046.

Stussy: All Stussy, all the time. The showcase for Stussy men's and women's jackets, shirts, bags and

more charges about the same for its products as in department stores. A basic sweatshirt sets you

back $55, and jackets go for about $200. 1409 Haight St., (415) 701-7474. (Web site)

Upper Playground: Upper Playground consists of an art gallery called Fifty24SF, a clothing store and

a back room full of used vinyl, mainly soul and jazz. Urban-style T-shirts bearing rap-star monikers

like Chuck D and Kool Keith abound. The gallery, meanwhile, spotlights local and national artists with

exhibits that change monthly. 220 Fillmore St. (at Haight). (415) 252-0144. (Web site)

Vickie's Boutique: This store's signature items are T-shirts and undies emblazoned with the "Lower

Haight" insignia. Vickie also carries some African tie-dyes and music T-shirts, as well as sunglasses,

jewelry and small bags. 603 Haight St., (415) 552-5997.

Wasteland: One of the most intriguing window displays in the city fronts this used-clothing store,

packed full of everything from vinyl skirts (and bras to match!) to less outrageous sweaters and

campy T-shirts. And for a change, the stuff's not overpriced. 1660 Haight St., (415) 863-3150.

X Generation: Clothes at X Generation speak to a far younger crowd than the original Gen-Xers. The

women's-clothing shop caters to teenagers with its feather-trimmed lace shirts and club-style wear. Its

sister store, X Generation 2, carries somewhat more sophisticated clothing. Prices at both shops are

quite reasonable. X Generation: 1606 Haight St., (415) 255-2838; X Generation 2: 1401 Haight St.,

(415) 863-6040

Your Skirt: Owner-designer Belle Borovik has more than 80 styles of skirts to choose from, from

pencils to circles to low-waist A-lines, and everything in between (or you can design something

together), and lots of fabrics. Her skirts average about $150; they are all fully lined and made in

California. She also sells off-the-rack skirts in solid linens, printed chiffons, cottons, silks and gauze;

along with a limited selection of skirts, knits, tops and jeans. The space also hosts rotating art shows

and events. (-SF Chronicle/SF Gate) 1748 Haight St., (415) 377-1389.

John Fluevog Shoes: The sign reads "Peace, good sole and groovy love vibes to all who enter," a

taste of the vibe inside this shop. Designer John Fluevog, working with a design team in Vancouver,

produces a line of funky "Satan proof" shoes in a range of bold colors and styles. Whether it's oxbloodcolored boots, or metal platform sandals, the company makes all its own products, many of which are



unisex styles. For more affordable prices, wait until January or August for Fluevog's big storewide

sales. 1897 Haight St., (415) 436-9784. (Web site)

Amoeba: Buy, sell and trade inside this cornucopia of music bargains. Even the new CDs are cheap,

but there are so many used CDs in good condition that you may never make it to the new side of the

store. 1855 Haight St., (415) 831-1200. (Web site)

Groove Merchant: The Groove Merchant carries old collectible vinyl, mainly jazz, soul, funk and Latin

music. Among the stacks are hard-to-find soul staples and classics that appeal to DJs looking for a

history lesson in music, as well as old-time collectors. There are some new titles, but most of the

racks are for used albums. 687 Haight St., (415) 252-5766. (Web site)

Haight-Ashbury Music Center: A large selection of guitars, amplifiers, keyboards, PA systems,

recording equipment, percussion instruments, wind instruments and accessories can be found here, all

at reasonable prices. 1540 Haight St., (415) 863-7327. (Web site)

Recycled Records: Recycled buys and sells used jazz, blues, rock and folk vinyl and CDs, as well as

other memorabilia such as vintage rock posters. The walls are lined with rare 45s and hard-to-find

albums. Prices are reasonable for the most part, especially considering what many collectors are

willing to pay. 1377 Haight St., (415) 626-4075.

Rooky Ricardo's: For those longing for the days of vinyl, Rooky's is a dream. The colorful shop is

chock-full of old soul, jazz, gospel, reggae and funk albums and a massive selection (more than

50,000) of old 45s. To top it off, Rooky's does not charge collector's prices, meaning everything is

affordable. Rooky's hosts a record swap the first Sunday of every month. 448 Haight St., (415) 8647526. (Web site)

Dreams of Kathmandu: The purple-and-green-sherbet-colored façade makes Dreams of Kathmandu

hard to miss. Inside, the inventory is a bit more sedate, with Tibetan prayer flags hanging from the

ceiling, Buddha and elephant statues on the shelves and Nepalese paper lanterns, batiks, jewelry,

masks and incense boxes adding to the spirit. Closed Mondays. 1352 Haight St., (415) 255-4968.

Haight-Ashbury T-Shirts: This spot is literally wall-to-wall T-shirts and tie-dye shirts, most sporting

Haight-Ashbury insignias or pictures of Bob Marley and, of course, Jerry Garcia, or simply the name of

his little jam band. Grateful Dead beanie bears fill the front window. 1500 Haight St., (415) 863-4639.

Land of the Sun: Land of the Sun carries the typical '60s Summer of Love gear, including tie-dye

shirts, Jerry Garcia wall hangings, peace necklaces, Haight-Ashbury T-shirts, Janis Joplin photos,

candles and incense. 1715 Haight St., (415) 831-8646.



NIGHTLIFE

Club Deluxe: Keeping the swing era alive with big bands, art deco and boogie-woogie since the '50s, Club Deluxe is a unique experience when it comes to the Haight. There's always live music on Friday and Saturday, and on Sunday the

owner's band puts on a show featuring Frank Sinatra covers. Try the artisan-style pizza, with has an organic flour crust and fresh toppings each day. They're served served 7 p.m.-midnight Wednesday-Friday and Sunday. 1509-11 Haight St., (415)

552-6949.



Hobson's Choice: If rum is your specialty, then Hobson's Choice is your choice. There are more than

110 kinds of rum, about 80 percent of which are hard to find elsewhere. Many brands are imported

from the Virgin Islands, Haiti, Anguilla and Puerto Rico. Bartenders will mix specific rums into different

cocktails such as the basic mojito, the Brazilian carpirinha and the dark & stormy. Rum flights, a

special order in which patrons choose three kinds of rum, are available every night. Hobson's packs

out Thursday to Saturday nights. 1601 Haight St., (415) 621-5859. (Web site)

Mad Dog in the Fog: A funky British pub famous for its stout pints, bangers and mash, open-mic

nights and pub quizzes. Order a pint, play some darts and slake your appetite at this Lower Haight

favorite. 530 Haight St., (415) 626-7279. (Web site)

Milk: The latest club to take over this ever-changing Haight Street music venue, Milk has been a

success with its soul, funk, hip-hop, and house beats. Catering to the 20-something set, Milk is a lively

spot, serving drinks with a powerful punch. Local and international artists and DJs perform most



weekends. Milk also brings rock and roll sushi Sundays back to the area, in the vein of the old

Nightbreak that used to be across the street. 1840 Haight St., (415) 387-6455. (Web site)

Nickies: One of the Lower Haight's longtime attractions, Nickies (formerly Nickie's BBQ) has reopened after lengthy renovations. The dance floor's now level, the sound system's improved and the

bar has been spiffed up with natural wood and a sleek design, but the unpretentious vibe remains.

466 Haight St., (415) 255-0300. (Web site)

Noc Noc: A cozy bar with great seating -- if you get there early enough. Find a cushiony bench or

pillow along a wall or tucked into a corner, then slouch and fixate on the abundance of zebra prints, TV

screens and airplane fuselage. Noc Noc doesn't serve hard liquor, but it's creative (in a good way) with

its sake and wine. It also has a great selection of beers. There is music, but no dance floor -- but at

least there's no cover. 557 Haight St., (415) 861-5811.

Zam Zam: One step into Zam Zam and you're back in the 1940s. The infamous Martini Nazi has

passed on, leaving only the stories in his wake, but although martinis are still the drink of choice, it's

no longer a faux pas to ask for a cosmopolitan, a margarita or any other cocktail. The tables in back

are open again (Bruno had closed them off years ago), and the old name, Persian Aub Zam Zam, has

been shortened. Ask new co-owner Bob Clarke about his college years playing basketball with Dubya.

1633 Haight St., (415) 861-2545.

If the Haight's got one thing figured out, it's dive bars. There are too many to mention them all, but

be assured that any you might stumble into will have plenty of character -- and characters. Here's a

sampling:

Gold Cane: This is your ideal chew-the-fat kind of bar, utterly plain in decoration, with a decent

jukebox, a full bar and plenty of tables for brainstorming sessions. 1569 Haight St., (415) 626-1112.

John Murio's Trophy Room: Once the Trophy Room was a tiny little joint with a pool table, an array

of motorcycles outside and a really cool, loud jukebox. Then someone knocked out the back wall,

added another pool table and expanded the pinball/videogame selection. The most colorful clientele

were quickly replaced by more formal, professional types. The trend recently seems to have reversed

itself, however, making this a spacious and eminently casual venue. 1811 Haight St., (415) 752-2971.

Kezar Pub & Restaurant: Sports fanatics unite at the Kezar, with its 10 digital receivers and two Cband channels. The bar shows everything from Sunday football games (different contests on each

television) to curling matches. International sports, such as Aussie-rules football, and college football

are popular here as well. The pub has been in business since the opening of the Kezar Stadium, and

features walls filled with old '49ers photos. Aside from the 20 beers on tap, the bar serves pub grub

like buffalo wings, burgers, corned beef and shepherd's pie. 770 Stanyan St. (near Haight), (415)

386-9292.

Martin Mack's Bar & Restaurant: This Irish sports bar fills with football crowds as well as fans of

Irish sports, which are shown on the TVs. The bar also has a restaurant in the back that serves

burgers, fries, nachos and more healthy entrees like sautéed fresh sole or broiled salmon filet. Irish

specialties like corned beef and cabbage are on the menu, and the original Irish breakfast, with eggs,

Irish sausage and bacon and black-and-white pudding, are popular for brunch. 1568 Haight St., (415)

864-0124.

Molotov's: Pool is available, along with a number of tables, plenty of room to move around and

barkeeps who are known to put on spontaneous firebreathing shows. 582 Haight St., (415) 558-8019.

Toronado: Toronado is the best Lower Haight neighborhood hangout for those who want to just suck

down a few brews. The draft choices are extensive, with names like Brutal Bitter, Boney Fingers and

Prohibition Ale. German beers are also offered on tap. The crowd can get loud and boisterous. 547

Haight St., (415) 863-2276. (Web site)

Trax: After 30 years on the block, Trax is the only gay bar to survive in the Haight out of about a

dozen over the years. The red neon sign outside hints at the decor within: red bar stools, red lighting,

red pool table. Happy hour lasts from noon to 7 pm weekdays, and on Tuesdays beers are $2 all day

and night. Trax is also known for its vast selection of tequilas. 1437 Haight St., (415) 864-4213.



LODGING

Red Victorian Bed, Breakfast & Art: The Red Victorian, a-turn-of-the-century hotel that has had

two previous incarnations, is one spot on the Haight where the Summer of Love lives on. Sami

Sunchild's Peace Arts Center, which is part of the guest house, sells peace T-shirts, human-diversity

posters and the like. Rooms are decorated in themes, such as the Flower Child Room and the Sunshine

Room, and the staff acts more like family than workers. Prices are very reasonable. 1665 Haight St.,

(415) 864-1978. (Web site)

Stanyan Park Hotel: Built in 1904-05, the Stanyan Park Hotel is listed on the National Register of

Historical Places. The Victorian-style hotel has since been restored and now houses 36 rooms and

suites with period artwork and decors. The hotel does have modern amenities, but adds old-fashioned

touches like evening tea and cookies. 750 Stanyan St. (near Haight), (415) 751-1000. (Web site)



What NOT to do in San

Francisco

Better options for visitors abound
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If you are going to San Francisco, there's nothing wrong with following the path

beaten by tens of thousands of tourists each day.

Sure, Fisherman's Wharf is crowded, cheesy and overpriced, but the waterfront is

beautiful.

Chinatown's Grant Avenue might be a little tacky, but it can be fun.

Lombard Street and Union Square are on many must-visit lists, and with good

reason. They're synonomous with the city.

But for many locals, these landmarks are generally places to avoid. Not because

they are bad choices, but rather because there are better alternatives.

In the above slideshow are a number of suggestions from the SFGate

staff for visitors who don't want the San Francisco cliche tour.



DON'T go straight for the sourdough from Boudin.
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INSTEAD, enjoy a bowl of clam chowder and some Acme bread at Hog Island in

the Ferry Building. It's a better deal.

Photo: John Storey, Special To The Chronicle
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DON'T stroll along Chinatown's Grant Avenue, which mainly caters to tourists.

Photo: Mike Kepka, The Chronicle

Image 5 of 35

INSTEAD, for a more authentic Chinatown experience, go where the locals go —

Stockton Street. It's the best place in the city to find head-on chicken.

Photo: Pete Kiehart, The Chronicle
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DON'T idle your rental car in the long queue just to drive down our famous

navigational nightmare, Lombard Street.

Photo: Getty
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INSTEAD, weave down the tortuous portion of Vermont Street. It's plenty

crooked enough to make your front-seat passenger reach for the Dramamine.

BONUS: April 5 is the annual Bring Your Own Big Wheels race down Vermont.
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DON'T look for hippies in the Haight. They all left for business school after the

acid wore off and now run organic medical marijuana plantations in Humboldt.
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DON'T wait in long lines in the Mission for your basic Sunday brunch.

Photo: Jason Henry / Special To The Chronicle
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INSTEAD, for something more adventurous, order the Sunday Seafood Salad at

Boulette's Larder in the Ferry Building. Or try some of Michael Bauer's other picks

for best Bay Area brunches.

Michael Bauer's recommendations

Photo: John Storey, Special To The Chronicle
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DON'T wear shorts and t-shirts in the summertime. You'll be sorry.

Photo: Michael Short, Special To The Chronicle
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INSTEAD, wear sweaters, fleece or "soft shell." It may seem odd to "layer up" in

August, but when the fog moves in, you'll be glad you did.

Photo: LIZ HAFALIA
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DON'T walk across the Golden Gate Bridge for the views.

Photo: Paul Chinn, The Chronicle
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INSTEAD, for better vistas, view the Golden Gate Bridge from the Land's End

trail, Crissy Field or the Marin Headlands (above).
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DON'T wait in a long line at Powell and Market for a cable car ride up the Powell

Street hill.

Photo: Mike Kepka, The Chronicle
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INSTEAD, jump on a cable car at a stop on its route.

Photo: Michael Short, The Chronicle
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ANOTHER OPTION: Ride an F Line Muni historical streetcar. The streetcars are

popular with both tourists and commuting locals, and rides are only $2 instead of

the $6 you'll pay for a cable car. Three-day historical streetcar passes are available.
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DON'T go to the touristy Wax Museum at Fisherman's Wharf.

Photo: Paul Chinn, The Chronicle
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INSTEAD, spend a few coins on whimsical machines of the Musee Mechanique, a

collection of vintage arcade and funhouse games and attractions at Fisherman's

Wharf.

Photo: JERRY TELFER, SFC
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DON'T rent a GoCar motorized cart to putter about the city. Although San

Francisco's GoCar services get overall good reviews on Yelp and TripAdvisor, we

would opt for a bike rental.

Photo: Carlos Avila Gonzalez, Carlos Avila Gonzalez / The Chronicle
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DON'T wear bikinis on Ocean Beach. Unless it's the rare day (shown) when

temperatures climb into the 70s. The bay is a better bet for summer sunbathing.

Photo: Liz Hafalia, The Chronicle
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DON'T go to Ghirardelli Square. There are better places to sate a sweet tooth.

Photo: Courtesy Fairmont Heritage Place, Ghirardelli Square
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INSTEAD, enjoy a cone at a local favorite, Bi-Rite Creamery, in the Mission.

Pastry chef Marisa Churchill recommends the salted caramel.

Photo: Paul Chinn, SFC
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DON'T go to the Tonga Room if you feel like making a rum run.

Photo: Brant Ward, The Chronicle
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INSTEAD, set anchor in Smuggler's Cove, named on numerous top cocktail bars

lists, including Esquire, Food & Wine and Liquor.com.

Photo: John Storey, Special To The Chronicle
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DON'T follow the throngs to the Banjo Stage (above) if you love the annual Hardly

Strictly Bluegrass Festival (first weekend in October), but hate the crowds.
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INSTEAD, enjoy a more intimate experience at the Porch Stage. Sure, the name

bands won't be there, but you can stretch out comfortably on the grass and walk

right up to the stage.

Photo: Laura Morton, Special To The Chronicle
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DON'T show up expecting to be able to just hop on a boat to Alcatraz. The tours

are sold out sometimes weeks ahead of time, especially during popular travel times.

Book a spot in advance. BONUS: Alcatraz is well worth the trip, and the night tour

might even be better.

Image 29 of 35

DON'T go to Union Square if you don't particularly want to shop where everyone

else is shopping. (Well, except at Christmas when the SPCA shows adoptable kitties

and pups in Macy's windows. They're adorable.)

Photo: Hardy Wilson
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INSTEAD, head to the Mission and specifically Valencia Street for quirky shops

offering unusual items you'd be hard-pressed to find elsewhere.

Photo: Lea Suzuki, The Chronicle
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DON'T fight the crowds at Muir Woods National Monument in Mill Valley.

Especially not on weekends, unless you really like endless circling for parking.



Photo: Michael Macor, The Chronicle
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INSTEAD, soak up some cooling redwood shade at Old Mill Park in Mill Valley.

Or head down the Peninsula and hike the Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space

Preserve. You'll be rewarded with some great ocean views with your redwoods!

Photo: Jill Schneider, The Chronicle
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DON'T attempt to ride up Mount Tamalpais unless you're in good enough shape to

handle long uphill stretches. Many visitors are unpleasantly surprised by how

demanding Mt. Tam can be.

Photo: Brant Ward, The Chronicle
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DON'T dine in the most touristy part of Sausalito on Bridgeway.

Photo: Darryl Bush

Image 35 of 35

INSTEAD, head to Caledonia Street in Sausalito for better options, such as CIBO,

Bar Bocce or the Marinship (where Fish is).

Photo: Kim Komenich, The Chronicle
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ANOTHER OPTION: Ride an F Line Muni historical



The Marina

Today the apartments, shops and restaurants are bursting with beautiful, young and fit 20- and 30somethings. The singles scene is hopping on Friday and Saturday nights.



The west side of the Crissy Field project.

Chronicle photo by Liz Hafalia



What's It Like in the Marina?

The story of San Francisco's Marina District is the story of land and water

repeatedly and dramatically altered by nature and by human development.



Eight thousand years ago, American Indians lived

on the dunes and near the tidal marshlands that today are the sites of

apartment buildings, luxurious homes and some of the city's trendiest shops

and restaurants. When the Spanish arrived here in 1776 and established the

Presidio -- on the Marina's western border -- the marshlands looked pretty much

the same as they would over a century later, in 1906, when the city of San

Francisco was shaken and then burned by its first devastating earthquake and

the resulting fire.

It wasn't until the aftermath of the big quake that major development began in

the Marina. Tons and tons of brick and rock rubble from destroyed downtown

buildings were brought over and dumped into the Marina's marshlands, forming

an initial (and unstable) foundation for development. A few years later, when



the site was chosen as the location of the 1915 Panama-Pacific International

Exposition, San Francisco had the impetus it needed to turn what began as a

haphazard dumping ground into a breathtaking exhibit of architectural beauty.

The Panama-Pacific, and its iconic surviving building the Palace of Fine Arts,

introduced the city to the commercial and residential development possibilities

of the recently formed prime waterfront real estate. In the decades following

the exposition, apartment buildings, homes and businesses sprouted up rapidly

and in great numbers until the Marina had become one of San Francisco's most

desirable places to live, work and visit. Until 1989, that is, when another

earthquake rocked the city and sparked 27 fires citywide, including the

devastating Marina blaze, and many of the area's poorly supported buildings

collapsed atop the unstable ground. The Loma Prieta earthquake was a wakeup call for Marina developers; the reconstruction effort brought with it new

standards of earthquake-sturdy construction, and within a decade the Marina

had been rebuilt and revamped with a shiny new face and s stronger bone

structure.

Today the apartment buildings, shops and restaurants seem to be bursting at

their seams with beautiful, young and fit 20- and 30-somethings. The singles

scene is hopping on Friday and Saturday nights, with lots of fresh-faced

postgrads with cocktails in one hand and cell phones in the other. Union is

arguably the best street in the city to window-shop the hours away on a sunny

Saturday afternoon, and, a few blocks down, Chestnut has an incredible variety

of high-quality restaurants catering to every palate.

If you're looking for diversity or an edgy or progressive feel, the Marina

probably isn't your neighborhood -- unless you count Fort Mason, which hosts a

bounty of cultural museums and nonprofits. Overall, this is the land of SUVs,

chic fashion and killer spa treatments. Love it, or leave it to the pretty young

things who call it home or home-away-from-home.



Best Time To Go To the Marina

Sunny weekend days are truly dreamy in the Marina, especially down by the

water. As far as Chestnut and Union are concerned, just follow this motto: Any

day is a good day for shopping; any night, a good night for dining. If you're

looking for a mellow or sophisticated night out, stay away from the infamous

"Triangle" (Fillmore at Greenwich) bar scene on Friday and Saturday nights. And

unless you want to pay to park in one of the neighborhood's few garages, don't

drive to the Marina; finding a parking spot can take up to an hour.



Sights & Culture in the Marina

Crissy Field: In a relatively short period of time -- since 1921 -- Crissy Field

has been transformed from one of the country's most important and active



military airstrips into an abandoned stretch of crumbling asphalt into the recent

crowning achievement of the Golden Gate National Parks Association. With over

$34 million in grants and donations (the vast majority were private gifts under

$100), the GGNPA fulfilled its vision of creating a space that synthesizes

recreational public space with environmental restoration. Walkers and joggers

have embraced the field's shoreline path, known as the Golden Gate

Promenade, and on sunny days, kids, picnickers and Frisbee enthusiasts

blanket the grassy 28-acre expanse. Cyclists have their own bike-only path,

and, when the wind is good, world-class sailboarders can be seen skipping and

soaring across the water. On the environmental end, huge portions of Crissy

Field's original airstrip were pulled up to allow for the restoration of 20 acres of

original tidal marshland. Now, over a decade since the restoration, the site is

home to more than 100 species of birds, 14 species of fish, a thriving marsh

and thousands of native plants. The Crissy Field Conservation Center is a

progressive, multicultural community environmental center providing various

programs addressing the wide range of issues and concerns Crissy Field faces

as a park straddling urban and environmental boundaries. (GGNPA Web site)

Fort Mason: Like Crissy Field, Fort Mason is a former military enclave now

protected under the auspices of the Golden Gate National Parks Association.

Visitors will most likely want to focus on the lower buildings and piers, officially

know as Fort Mason Center. The center provides a wealth of cultural and

educational societies, museums and nonprofits, including but not limited to the

San Francisco African American Historical and Cultural Society, Long Now

Foundation Museum and Store and the Museu ItaloAmericano. Fort Mason hosts

numerous performances, festivals and exhibits throughout the year, so be sure

to check the calendar at www.fortmason.org before you go.

Fort Mason Center Farmers' Market: In addition to offering numerous

cultural highlights, Fort Mason is also home to Marina's bustling farmers'

market, which takes place every Sunday from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm. (Website)

Palace of Fine Arts: Created as the landmark building for the 1915 PanamaPacific International Exposition, the Palace of Fine Arts is indisputably the

Marina's (if not all of San Francisco's) architectural grand dame. Though the

structure was specifically designed to honor the completion of the Panama

Canal (and was intended to be temporary), its construction and the exposition

itself were symbols to city residents and to the world that San Francisco had

overcome -- and in fact risen above -- the catastrophe of the 1906 earthquake

and its consuming fire.

Galleries

Hourian Fine Art Galleries: The space is a bit disheveled, but this small

gallery has a decent selection of paintings and prints from local artists,

including works by owner Mohammad Hourian himself. The gallery also offers

custom framing and restoration. 1843 Union St., (415) 346-6400. (Web site)



Images of the North: North in the case of this gallery refers to the Arctic,

featuring Inuit sculptures, prints, masks, and jewelry. Sculptures of bears,

eagles, and mythological figures fill the space. 2036 Union St., (415) 673-1273.

(Website)

SFMOMA Artists Gallery: Located inside Fort Mason, this non-profit art

gallery features modern art exhibitions from artists all around the Bay Area in

all stages of their careers. As a non-profit, most of the proceeds from the

exhibit go to the artists themselves. Building A, Fort Mason Center, (415) 4414777 (Website)



Marina Restaurants

A16: With Neopolitan pizza fresh from the wood-burning oven and inspired

classic Italian fare from Chef David Taylor, this restaurant has repeated made

our list of the Chronicle's Top 100 Restaurants in the city. Be sure to try classics

like the trippa Napoletana or the house-cured salumi. (Website)

Ace Wasabi: Hip, loud, young and hot: This is either the casting-call note for

"Melrose Place" or the description of Ace Wasabi's Rock and Roll Sushi. Either

way, Ace's does have decent sushi for a reasonable price, but the flavor of the

place will either keep you coming back or drive you fast and far away. A

"protein-friendly" menu includes sushi rolls wrapped in daikon instead of rice.

3339 Steiner St. (near Lombard), (415) 567-4903. (Website)

Alegrias: Tapas like tortilla espanola, sauteed spinach and baked goat cheese

are fabulous. 2018 Lombard St. (near Webster Street), (415) 929-8888.

(Website)

Atelier Crenn: Chef Dominique Crenn fanciful presentations bring food to the

level of art at this Marina restaurant. Meticulously crafted dishes meant to

artfully resemble a forest or the sea floor are served on plates of slate tiles and

river rocks. 3127 Fillmore St. (415) 440-0460 (Website)

Baker Street Bistro: Great prices for excellently prepared, classically inspired

French fare. Good service, cozy dining room. (-SF Chronicle) 2953 Baker St.

(near Lombard), (415) 931-1475. (Website)

Barney's Gourmet Hamburgers: What first strikes the eye in this eatery is

the lineup of Best Burger awards from a variety of sources. Barney's sets the

mood with a comfortable wood decor, or there is an outdoor garden.

Vegetarians can delight in an extensive list of garden and tofu burgers as well

as several salad specialties. 3344 Steiner St., (415) 563-6921.

Betelnut: This self-described "pan-Asian tapas" restaurant is bursting with

atmosphere and flavor. Giant fans swoosh back and forth from the ceiling while

waiters carrying trays of towering tropical cocktails nudge their way around

customers in the usually packed bar. While it may be an impossible to get

same-day reservations, Betelnut does take walk-ins. The minced chicken with



lettuce cups, spareribs, crispy calamari and towering tropical cocktails are

worth planning ahead for or waiting in line for. A parking garage is conveniently

located just across the street. 2030 Union St., (415) 929-8855. (Chronicle

Review)

Bin 38: This subtle and modern Marina wine bar boasts an exotic and unusual

beer and wine list, and stands out from other similar spots for its ambitious and

interesting menu. Try the hot crock of baked feta, the spareribs and the kobestyle flank steak. (-Michael Bauer) 3232 Scott St. (415) 567-3838 (Website)

Bistro Aix: Local Marina dwellers head to this understated, calming bistro for

its fresh food and list of 150 wines, mostly French and Spanish. The chef uses

simple ingredients and offers organic daily specials. The menu takes on several

international flavors, including a thin-crust pizza, several pastas, and duck

confit. Aix is open only for dinner. 3340 Steiner St., (415) 202-0100. (Website)

Blue Barn Gourmet: This upscale deli and take out spot is hard to miss with

rustic wooden barn facade in the midst of the trendy and modern Chestnut

street. Organic and local ingredients fill sandwiches and salads, that tend to

range from about $9 to $12, amd grilled cheese fans will love the seven types

available. 2105 Chestnut St. (415) 441-3232 (Website)

Brazen Head: An English pub atmosphere offering a mostly American menu.

Dishes can be inconsistent but braised short ribs, pepper steak and scampi are

fine. Open late. (-SF Chronicle) 3166 Buchanan St. (at Greenwich), (415) 9217600. (Website)

Cafe Des Amis: This large and beautiful Parisian-style brasserie serves classic

French cuisine including steak tartare and duck l'orange alongside classic

vintage cocktails and an extensive wine list. At brunch on Saturdays and

Sundays diners can try buckwheat crepes, quiche florentine or a selection from

the restaurant's raw bar. 2000 Union St. (at Buchanan) (415) 563-7700

(Website)

Chotto: With its wide range of Japanese dishes and izakaya fare, Chotto's care

with its menu is "admirable." Try the uni hotate with sea urchin and a dab of

olive oil in a sliced scallop or the yaki onigiri, grilled rice balls. (-SF Chronicle)

3317 Steiner St. (415) 441-2223 (Website

Circa: Popular restaurant by day and chic lounge by night, Circa has become

something of a staple for young professionals in the Marina. Classic American

fare goes upscale in this lounge setting, and on Saturdays and Sundays before

3 p.m. the restaurant is filled with a young crowd sipping on bottomless

mimosas at the restaurant's popular brunch. 2001 Chestnut St. (415) 351-0175

(Website

City Tavern: Stick to simple favorites like fried calamari with remoulade

dipping sauce and crispy pizzas at this inviting pub/restaurant. (-SF Chronicle)

3200 Fillmore St. (at Greenwich), (415) 567-0918. (Website)



Delarosa Killer cocktails and Roman style pizza pack in a lively and young

crowd into this Marina bar and restaurant. The vibe is energetic and youthful at

the bar's communal tables at night, and brunch service on the weekends

attracts quite the crowd as well. 2175 Chestnut St (415) 673-7100 (Website)

Dragon Well: This tiny, airy pan-Asian food joint offers a small selection of

healthy, flavorful dishes at moderate prices. 2142 Chestnut St., (415) 4746888. (Website)

Greens: A favorite with the noncarnivorous set, Greens serves up awardwinning vegetarian cuisine in a setting that showcases one of San Francisco's

best restaurant views; the west-facing wall of Greens is a window looking

straight out toward the Marina and the Golden Gate Bridge. Still, the five-star

service, nice wine selection and creatively designed, totally scrumptious

vegetarian food steal the show. Building A, Fort Mason, (415) 771-6222.

(Website)

Home Plate: Take a number and wait your turn for homey breakfasts that

include scones, buttermilk pancakes and homemade granola. (-SF Chronicle)

2274 Lombard St. (at Pierce), (415) 922-4663. (Website

Isa: As chef Luke Sung begins to create name recognition, so does his

restaurant Isa. The French-inspired cuisine varies from truffled risotto with

mushroom fricassee and reggiano to potato wrapped sea bass with brown

butter, capers, lemon and parsley, all at reasonable entree prices. Three course

prix fix options are available. The elegant interior holds about 40, while the

patio seating in back accommodates about 50 more. Isa is open for dinner only.

3324 Steiner St., (415) 567-9588. (Website)

Izzy's Steaks and Chops: This is just the kind of old-school steakhouse where

you might have bumped into DiMaggio in his day. Stiff cocktails, red studdedleather booths, quality steaks, robust red wines and a mouthwatering selection

of side dishes all make Izzy's the right place to celebrate with close friends or

seal that big business deal. 3345 Steiner St., (415) 563-0487. (Website)

Liverpool Lil's: After frolicking in the Presidio, enjoy a pint (or two) on the

patio out front, or stay for dinner in this little pub-restaurant on the west edge

of the Marina. If it's fish-and-chips you're seeking, you've found the place,

although some are surprised by the more sophisticated fare (and prices), and

there's always a busy weekend daytime crowd clamoring for a good TVwatching spot at the bar. 2942 Lyon St., (415) 921-6664. (Website)

Mamacita: Upscale Mexican cuisine in the old Cafe Marimba space, from

alums of Slanted Door and Betelnut. Starters include ceviches, quesadillas and

freshly made tamales; larger plates include an adobo chicken, grilled skirt

steak, and fish prepared Veracruz style. For dessert: churros and sopapillas.

The atmosphere is raucous, with a generous-size bar area in front to replicate a

beachfront cantina party atmosphere. (-SF Chronicle) 2317 Chestnut St. (near

Scott Street), (415) 346-8494. (Website)



Mezes: Many wonderful dishes meant to share, including fried cheese and

moussaka. Interesting wine list and a friendly, knowledgeable staff. (-SF

Chronicle) 2373 Chestnut St. (near Divisadero), (415) 409-7111. (Website)

Naked Fish: The tech feel at this sushi spot permeates in its decor as well as

background music. Even more hip is the selection of creative sushi rolls

including the Cherry Blossom Roll with salmon Hamachi, scallion topped with

garlic spicy tuna and pesto, and the Red Caterpillar Roll, filled with spicy and

seared tuna and a honey glaze. 2084 Chestnut St., (415) 771-1168. (Website)

Nettie's Crab Shack: A great place to indulge in crab rolls, fish 'n chips and

new england clam chowder. There's also a pretty good cocktail menu. (Website)

Ottimista Restaurant & Bar: Italian wine bar and small-plates restaurant

from the sommelier of Rose Pistola. The stock of 250 bottles is split among

Italy, California and other parts of the world; 25 different wines by the glass are

offered in addition to cocktails, grappas and spirits. 1838 Union St. (near

Octavia Street), (415) 674-8400. (Website

Pacific Catch: Delicious fish and shrimp tacos, salmon salads and hot fish

sandwiches go perfectly with the sweet potato fries at this Marina seafood spot.

Try the wasabi bowl, filled with seasoned sushi rice, cold vegetables and a hot

piece of grilled ahi or salmon. (-SF Chronicle) 2027 Chestnut St., (near

Fillmore), (415) 440-1950. (Website

Perry's: Serving since 1969, Perry's has become an institution on Union Street.

The New York-style bar and grill is known for its burgers, though it also serves a

variety of soups and salads and comfort food entrees, such as Perry's meatloaf,

and fried chicken. The lobsters, which arrive every Wednesday and Saturday,

are a Perry's institution. The locale also serves as a neighborhood sports bar.

1944 Union St., (415) 922-9022. (Website)

The Plant Cafe: California cuisine with global touches, like Asian-inspired

mango chicken lettuce cups with chile-tamarind sauce, or Mediterranean-style

butter bean bruschetta. Vegans will love the quinoa bowl topped with

vegetables and ginger-miso sauce. Organic ingredients are used wherever

possible, with a focus on fresh, local produce. That's particularly evident in the

made-to-order salads, with a variety of healthy seasonal toppings. Breakfast is

served all day and includes indulgent choices like lemon-ricotta pancakes and

French toast. Diners order at the counter and servers bring the food to the

table. The narrow spot is sleek and noisy, with backlit wood-slatted walls and

cool tones of green and gray. (-SF Chronicle) 3352 Steiner St. (near Chestnut

Street), (415) 931-2777. (Website)

Pluto's: Known for its fast and consistently fresh salads and grilled meats,

Pluto's is a clean, bright order-at-the-counter-style restaurant that is always

packed. The grilled turkey breast or flank steak, served over your custom-built

salad (try the Caesar -- it's amazing) will make your mouth water and your

wallet sing. Add a yummy side of mashers or spicy curly fries and you've got a

substantial meal for under $10. 3258 Scott St., (415) 775-8867. (Website



Ristorante Parma: This neighborhood Italian eatery offers a friendly welcome

as well as a bit of a twist on old staples. Aside from the expected lasagna and

fettuccine, Parma offers variables such as penne pasta with smoked salmon

and fresh asparagus in cream sauce and fusilli pasta with honey-smoked

chicken and sun-dried tomatoes in cream sauce. 3314 Steiner St., (415) 5670500.

Roam Artisan Burgers: A contemporary burger joint that lives by a "from

pasture to plate" philosophy. Pick your protein -- grass-fed beef, free-range

turkey, all-natural bison or housemade organic veggie patties -- and go for one

of the suggested burger styles or create your own -- there are plenty of

toppings to choose from. For an indulgent extra, order one of their delicious

shakes. (Website)

Rose's Cafe: This classic light Italian bistro is wonderfully located right at the

edge of the Union Street shopping area; once inside, you'll feel like you are a

world away. The varied dinner menu makes it difficult to settle on one dish, but

it's hard to go wrong. Rose's also serves up a mean Sunday brunch, but be

prepared to wait, as it's no secret! 2298 Union St., (415) 775-2200. (Website)

Super Duper Burger:In addition to serving up delicious Niman Ranch beef

burgers -- their veggie burger is also great -- most guests won't want to miss

the chocolate-dipped soft serve cones. (Website)

Tacolicious: It's a rare night when you don't see people spilling out of this

popular small plates spot as they wait for a table. The tacos are tasty and the

drinks are strong. (Website)

The Tipsy Pig: This spirited bar puts out some of "the best comfort food in the

Bay Area" on its All-American focused menu. Classics like macaroni and cheese

and chicken pot pie are favorites, and the lively atmosphere makes this a good

place for an fun evening with friends, but maybe not for a romantic date. 2231

Chestnut Street, (415) 292-2300 (Website)

Umami: Umami, formerly Yoshida Ya, is an izakaya-style menu of pan-Asian

specialties -- a little robata, a little dim sum, a bit of sushi, hot pots and stirfries, following the Japanese sake hall-and-snack concept. 2909 Webster St.,

(415) 346-3431. Website

Viva Goa: The Indian cuisine here is really good, but for the prices, it's

impressive. Service is friendly if you eat in, but they also offer delivery.

(Website)_

Yukol's Place Thai Cuisine: Though it's low on ambience, there is no

shortage of options at this Thai eatery. Yukol offers more than a dozen starters,

as well as the usual array of soups and curries. Seafood is a mainstay in many

dishes, including the Kung Phrik Pao -- sauteed prawn with garlic, homemade

chili paste, onions, and pepper. Service is quick and efficient, and the food well

spiced. 2380 Lombard St., (415) 922-1599. (Website)



For more Marina and Cow Hollow restaurants, check out these Chronicle

reviews.



Marina Nightlife

Balboa Cafe: With its dimly lit, stuffed-to-the-gills, loud and pulsing stretch of

bar, the Balboa -- owned by the family that operates the PlumpJack Wine Store

and the PlumpJack Cafe -- is the quintessential Marina watering hole. Women

beware: There's lots of action here, whether you're looking for it or not. 3199

Fillmore St., (415) 921-3944. (Website)

Bar None: Known as the Jaegermeister bar, it's not much of a stretch to realize

the clientele is made up of a bridge and tunnel college crowd. This late-night

hook up can get a bit sloppy, but is always full of energy. Aside from Jaeger

shots, patrons can shoot pool, make use of the dartboards, or just people

watch. 1980 Union St., (415) 409-4469.

The Comet Club: This retro spot hearkens the '70s and '80s with its old school

music. A bit on the dark side, the club still attracts the post cocktail Marina

crowds who want to shake it up to the old sounds. The club can get packed at

times. 311 Fillmore St., (415) 567-5589.

Eastside West Restaurant & Bar: This sparkling bar and restaurant is one of

the few swanky options in an area swollen with standing-room-only postgrad

dive bars. White tablecloths and candlelit tables make for a romantic date

destination, and the oysters and other seafood options are of a reliably high

caliber. 3154 Fillmore St., (415) 885-4000.

The Final Final: A friendly neighborhood bar, this is the place where lots of

locals wrap up a big night of flirting and boozing. Bar snacks are of the hotdogand-pizza variety, and two pool tables add to the fun. 2990 Baker St., (415)

931-7800.

Marina Lounge: This non yuppie neighborhood bar has been around for

generations, with the current owners in charge since 1980. Aside from the full

bar, there is a jukebox and pool table. No food served. 2138 Chestnut St., (415)

922-1475.

Mas Sake: Known more for its party atmosphere than its food, Mas Sake is one

of the more rambunctious weekend hangs in the area. The sushi gets mixed

reviews, some calling it downright awful, but the bar is a bit more dependable.

Try the sake bomb, a shot of hot sake dropped into a glass of alcoholic

raspberry cider together. 2030 Lombard St., (415) 440-1505.

MatrixFillmore: In 1965 Marty Balin, lead singer for the Jefferson Airplane,

opened the Matrix Club in San Francisco for his own band, and it became one of

the three most influential clubs in the city, hosting the likes of Janis Joplin, the

Grateful Dead, and the Doors. Though the Matrix closed in 1972, a new Matrix

reopened in 2001, and is now one of the hottest spots in the Marina.



MatrixFillmore, as it is called now, features DJs every night, playing a variety of

groove and lounge music. Specialty cocktails such as an apple pie martini cost

from $7 to $10. There is an extensive wine list, and pricey small meals are

available. 3138 Fillmore Street, (415) 563-4180.

Mauna Loa Club: Situated on the corner of Union and Fillmore, the Mauna Loa

is a low-key semi-divey nightspot that brings a bit of aloha flavor to the area.

Wear your best drinking shoes, and bring some quarters for the pool table.

3009 Fillmore St., (415) 563-5137.

Nectar Wine Lounge: Small plates in a minimalist space, plus 30 wines by

the glass. Customers can also buy bottles from the 3,000 bottle inventory,

which is half Californian and half international. Open daily from 2-10:30 p.m.,

and until midnight Friday and Saturday. 3330 Steiner St. (near Lombard), (415)

345-1377.

Ottimista Enoteca-Cafe: "Ottimista" means optimist in Italian, and this wine

bar certainly brightens Union Street with an adventuresome wine list, a full

menu, and plenty of beautiful people. 1838 Union St., btw. Laguna and Octavia,

(415) 674-8400. Closed Monday.

The Republic:Located on the corner of Scott and Lombard, The Republic has a

swanky, sports bar feel and offers a large selection of draft beers. They also

serve dinner and brunch. (Website)



Shopping in the Marina

Clothing

Ambiance: It's easy to lose yourself amidst all this urban chic. The Marina

Ambiance location overflows with standout designs, such as Free People Angora

shirts, formal Laundry dresses, wool jackets, and Hot Kiss pants. Ambiance

offers colorful accessories including Steve Madden shoes, handbags, jewelry,

and knit hats. 1864 Union St., (415) 923-9797 (also at 1458 Haight St., (415)

552-5095; 3985 & 3989 24th St., (415) 647-7144). (Web site)

The Blues Jean Bar: No ID is required at this Marina bar. Only denim is served

-- over 20 styles of jeans for women and a dozen for men. Some of the

designers include Bartack, AG, Future Vintage, True Religion, and Von Dutch.

The counter, which is a long wooden bar made of old growth wood, is flanked

by barstools and covered with samples of each of the brands. Aside from jeans,

the bar sells shirts, belts, and purses by Sobella made with a strap that doubles

as a necklace. 1827 Union St., (415) 358-5986. (Web site)

Canyon Beachwear: For those rare occasions in the city when it feels warm

enough to shop for swimsuits, Canyon Beachwear carries designs from all over

-- New Zealand, Europe, and the U.S. The racks spill with Lisa Curran and Verde

Veronica swimsuits, among other names. Canyon also sells sarongs, loose,

lightweight tops, and flip-flops. 1728 Union St., (415) 885-5070. (Web site)



Cara Mia: Cara Mia's claim to fame is its large stock of Jack Rogers sandals,

the favorite shoe of none other than Jackie Kennedy. Aside from sandals, Cara

Mia carries luxury brands, such as Max Mara, Marc Jacobs, and Cynthia Rowley

for casual as well as evening wear -- everything for a day at the picnic to a

rehearsal dinner. The pricing is also luxury, with a Max Mara jacket fetching

$765. 1814 Union St., (415) 922-CARA. (Web site)

Chadwicks of London: This famous local lingerie boutique continues to give

the Victoria's Secret down the street a run for its money. Pieces range from

basic cotton undies to French lace bras. 2068 Chestnut St., (415) 775-3423.

Dantone Boutique: Shoppers don't come to Dantone for the decor. Almost

every inch of space is packed with clothes, bags, shoes, and sunglasses, all in

an apparent whirlwind. Among the stacks are imports from top European and

U.S. designers, such as Laundry, Max Mara, She, Armand Basi, and more.

Dantone is mostly known for its separates as well as its variety of shoes, from

the likes of Sacha and Freelance. The men's section is not as extensive as the

women's. 1784 Union St., (415) 776-7008.

Dreamy Angels: With the distinction as the longest running clothing store on

the street, Dreamy Angels features a hodgepodge of items, such as crocheted

scarves, slippers, and men's Nicole Miller socks embroidered with football

players, doctors, and the like. It also carries a small section of fine quality

clothes including Nell Couture jackets and Lauren Hansen shirts. 1943 Union

St., (415) 922-3386.

Dress: This small women's clothing boutique focuses on the basics from a

variety of brands, such as Citizens of Humanity, Seven, and Diane Von

Furstenberg. Most of the items are casual wear, including a selection of Paul

Frank shirts. 2271 Chestnut St., (415) 440-3737.

Entrance: This second-floor shop, upstairs from Thursday's Child, features

young fashions at inexpensive prices. Casual, sexy designs by the likes of

Symphony fill the racks. Entrance also offers the gamut of accessories. 1980

Union St., (415) 931-0756.

Firuze: This open and well-lit space provides a nice break from the typically

small and cramped Marina boutique. A stylishly conservative collection

accurately reflects the store's motto: "For women who dress up for the occasion

and dress down in style." 2001 Union St., (415) 921-5809.

Jack's: One of several Marina men's shops, Jacks features contemporary casual

and weekend wear at mid-scale prices. Designers include Ted Baker, AG Denim,

and Theory. Jacks is owned by the same people as run Dress across the street.

2260 Chestnut St., (415) 567-3673.

LF: Chock full of colors, LF supports creative, independent designers. This

women's clothing shop carries mostly casual wear, including basics like T-shirts

and jeans, and the not-so-basics, such as butterfly embroidered denim skirts.



LF will appeal to those willing to take a few risks with their wardrobe. 1870

Union St., (415) 567-6872.

Lorenzini: See, the Marina does have unique upscale boutiques for men -well, at least one, anyway. Lorenzini specializes in elegant, tailored work and

dress-up clothing for guys. 2149 Union St., (415) 346-2561.

Lululemon Athletica: Leading designer of comfortable, stylish yoga wear,

Lululemon allows you to remain fashionable even as you sweat. 1981 Union St.,

(415) 819-6736. (Web site)

Mimi's on Union: Packed with wearable art, such as embroidered jackets and

hand painted silk tops, Mimi's makes for an entertaining visit. Unique

accessories include colorful cell phone cases, beaded purses, and an

assortment of costume jewelry. Merchandise isn't presented in the most

organized manner, but that only adds to the experience. 2133 Union St., (415)

923-0454. (Web site)

Mingle: Clothing, accessories, jewelry, lingerie and art from emerging

designers like Erin Mahoney, Hand Maid and Spare Change Designs, all

handmade and many one-of-a-kind, stock this boutique where new pieces are

introduced weekly. Most of the styles are for women. 1815 Union St., (415) 6748811. (Web site)

Rabat: Featuring top-name designers from New York, France, and Los Angeles,

Rabat brims with chic. Whether it's formal dresses from BCBG, a Margaret

O'Leary sweater, or stylish shirts from cop.copine, the emphasis is on unique

fashions. Rabat also features a tempting high-end shoe section, also with name

designers. Rabat, which has been in business over 24 years, has three

locations. 2080 Chestnut St., (415) 929-8868 (also at 4001 24th St., (415) 2827861 and 1825 4th St in Berkeley, 510-549-9195).

Red Lantern: The exquisite creations in Red Lantern vary from antique

furniture from China to fine silk brocades. Fashions are custom tailored, using

all natural fabrics. Other objects of art include old Buddha statues from China,

and yes, red lanterns. 2030 Union St. #A, (415) 776-8876. (Web site)

Sean: Sean carries the Emile Lafaurie French line of elegant suits and casual

wear. Clothes are a slender fit and run the mid to high end in prices. Dress

shirts and slacks run in the $100 to $150 range, while suits cost about $500.

Sean offers suiting and alterations. 2163 Union St., (415) 474-7363. (Web site)

Studio on Chestnut: This warm and welcoming space focuses on clean lines

and simple, softly structured clothes. The designs are loose and easy to fit

women of any size. Clientele range from ages 40 to 60. The studio also sells

elegant silk scarves. 2233 Chestnut St., (415) 776-5078.

Uko: Uko steers clear of mass produced labels, appealing to urban dwellers

with a penchant for the counter culture. Designers hail from France, Japan, New

York, and L.A. and cater to women as well as men from their 40s through 60s.



Only one of each style appears on the racks. Uko also sells accessories such as

watches, handbags, and jewelry. 2070 Union St., (415) 563-0330.

Workshop: Workshop holds a San Francisco exclusive on many of its lines.

Featuring designers from Europe, Australia, and Japan, the clothes range from

finely made basics, such as cashmere sweaters, to more adventurous wares.

There are also accessories such as shoes by Emma Hope, knit hats, and

jewelry. Don't miss the separate cottage out back, featuring lingerie as well as

swimwear by popular European designers such as Tomas Maier. 2254 Union St.,

(415) 561-9551

Kids' Clothing

Janie & Jack: An upscale children's boutique that's sure to have you ooh-ing

and ah-ing over the adorable itty bitty collared shirts and frilly dresses. 2108

Chestnut Street, 415-409-1259. (Website)

Minis Kids and Maternity: This spacious locale has been outfitting babies,

kids, and mothers to be for years. Minis began as a children's wear

manufacturer for stores throughout the country, but opened its own shop to

build its identity. The shop also carries baby shoes, carriages, cribs, toys and

books, and has a maternity section. 2278 Union St., (415) 567-9537. (Web site)

Thursday's Child: Holding steady since opening in 1970, Thursday's Child is

like walking into a larger version of your kid's closet, every nook and cranny

overstuffed with toys, clothes, stuffed animals, and everything else imaginable.

The proprietor calls it a poke and look store, and it's definitely worth poking

around. Everything from fuzzy pink slippers to formal dresses for girls is here.

Don't come in a rush, it takes time to sort through all the goodies. 1980 Union

St., (415) 346-1666.

(back to shopping top)

Shoes

Shaw Shoes: For years, Shaw has been celebrating women's feet with a

dizzying array of high-end Italian shoes. The selection, mostly formal wear,

would make Sex and the City's Carrie Bradshaw squeal with delight. Labels

include Casadei, Dolce & Gabbana, Rene Caovilla, all offering playful designs,

such as pink leopard spot boots and butterfly-adorned sandals. Prices range

from $195 up to $1,200. 2001 Union St., (415) 922-5676. (Web site)

(back to shopping top)

Accessories

AMA Accessori Italiani: Ama offers Italian accessories with a '60s flair. Colors

are bold for all items, including belts, handbags, and scores of chunky jewelry.

The bright colors and hipster look translates to other accessories, such as

headbands, scarves, and hats. 2276 Chestnut St., (415) 345-1090.



David Clay Jewelers: For the past 25 years, David Clay has been gaining a

reputation for its custom design work. Wedding and engagement jewelry are

the store's bread and butter, but this mom and pop business also carries

watches, gemstone jewelry, and the works of a few outside designers. 1872

Union St., (415) 922-4339. (Web site)

Gallery of Jewels: Three-quarters of the handmade jewelry designs here are

crafted by Bay Area artists. The designs are all distinctive, some catering more

to the casual birthday gift, while others fit as a more elegant anniversary

present, though all are of top quality. Local jewelry designers host trunk shows

almost every Saturday at the Union Street location. 2101 Union St., (415) 9290259, (other store locations: 4089 24th St., (415) 285-0626. 2115 Fillmore St.,

(415) 771-5099. (Web site)

Excessorize: One of the highlights of this all accessories shop is its handmade

shoes, designed in New York with the fabrics from Italy. Other accessories

include jewelry, mostly from Paris, as well as women's hats, scarves, and

purses. 2150 Union St., (415) 776-8585. (Web site)

Jest Jewels: A big and packed -- but nicely arranged -- showroom displays

tasteful jewelry in almost every style imaginable (everything from chunky

amber bracelets and bright beadworks to platinum and 14-carat-gold classics).

Handbags, accessories and hundreds of gift ideas might keep you browsing for

hours. 1869 Union St., (415) 563-8839. (Web site)

Marcello Watches & Jewelry: Yet another of the Union Street jewelry shops,

Iacomini focuses on watches from Switzerland and jewelry from Italy. Marcello

Iacomini, who has worked with David Clay as a watchmaker, carries lines like

Omega and Maurice Lacroix. 2030 Union St., (415) 409-2600.

Partita Custom Design Jewelry: Noted for its custom design jewelry and

extremely helpful customer service, Partita stands as one of the top jewelry

spots on the block. Though the showroom area is small, the designs are top

quality. Partita, like many jewelry shops in the area, makes a large chunk of its

business on wedding jewelry. 2235 Chestnut St., (415) 447-0795.

SEE Eyewear: The first Bay Area location for this eyewear chain, with styles

made exclusively for the company, and hurrah -- no locked display cases, so

that you can try on anything without having to call over the salesperson with

the little key. Metal-rimmed aviators, $229; plastic rectangular frames, $250. (SF Chronicle) 2100 Union St., (415) 561-9948.

Silver Moon: This jewelry store focuses on elegant pieces from a variety of

California and New York designers. Other designers include Zoppini Firenze and

Frederic Duclos. Silver, gold, and gemstones are all represented. 1832 Union

St., (415) 775-9968.

Stuart Moore: The showcase itself at Stuart Moore is exquisite, displaying its

selections in glass boxes set on pedestals throughout the airy, open space

inside. Stuart Moore's own collection places diamonds and gemstones in unique



settings and designs. The store also carries over 30 top name, mostly European

designers, such as Henrich + Denzel, Roland Humphrey, Steve Kretchmer, and

Gunter Wermekes. 1898 Union St., (415) 292-1430.

Union Street Goldsmith: This classic jewelry shop focuses on wedding rings.

Seventy percent of the jewelry is made on the premises, using precious stones,

gold, and platinum. 1909 Union St., (415) 776-8048. (Web site)

Health and Beauty

Benefit Cosmetics: A true Shangri-La for girly-girls looking for maximum

sparkle, color and gloss for their pretty mugs. The staff are as bright and

cheerful as the products, including professionals trained in facials, tinting and

waxing. Schedule appointments for services ahead of time. 2219 Chestnut St.,

(415) 567-1173. (Web site)

Heaven Day Spa: A pure retreat from the urban grind, Heaven Day Spa offers

the usual massage, facial, and body treatments. But this spa goes beyond the

norm, with its wellness center and alternative therapies. Reiki, cranial-sacral,

and acupressure treatments are available. The wellness center also offers

acupuncture, nutritional counseling, posture alignment, and even Botox

therapy. 2215 Chestnut St., (415) 749-6414. (Web site)

Lush: When there's chocolate in your soap and your bath is filled with

rosebuds, it's a Lush life. The UK-based company has long been a cult favorite,

thanks to its scrumptious fresh-made bath and body products. This is the

second SF location (the other is near Union Square). 2116 Union St., (415) 9215874. (Web site)

MAC: This Canadian based makeup designer fills an entire store with eyeliners,

foundations, mascaras, brushes, and the like. MAC offers makeovers, lessons in

applying makeup, and can host makeup related parties. 1833 Union St., (415)

771-6113. (Web site)

Rezvan Beauty Therapy and Spa: If you are in need of a tune up, Rezvan

has many ways to help you relax. Whether it's a hot stone massage,

aromatherapy massage, or anti-aging facial, Rezvan is up to the task. This is

also the place for a body polish and scrub, including the Magnolia Blossom,

using magnolia, jasmine, ylang ylang and lavender. 1996 Union St Suite 300302, (415) 567-1577.

Sephora: This cosmetics superstore can be a bit overwhelming. But it is fun to

walk through and test samples of makeup and fragrances. Attendants are at

the ready to help with the selection. All the top names are here, including

Versace, Polo, and Yves Saint Laurent. 2083 Union St., (415) 614-2704. (Web

site)

Home

ATYS: Tucked away in an alcove off Union Street, ATYS is worth seeking out.

This shop features some of the most unconventional household and gift items



in the city. Each product doubles as a utilitarian item as well as a work of art.

Most are imported from Europe and Japan, including cigar cutters, mezuzah

cases, a steel fireplace toolset, and nature-oriented blown glass. 2149-B Union

St., (415) 441-9220. (Web site)

Bee Market: Furniture never looked more classic, clean, and modern than at

Bee Market. The French designs can be customized for size as well as wood

content, whether patrons want their tables, bureaus, or the like in mahogany,

walnut, or oak. Custom pieces take from four to six weeks to produce. Bee

Market also carries linens from Italy and stylish, functional accessories from

Europe. 2266 Union St., (415) 292-2910. (Web site)

Eurasian Interiors: The name of this home furnishings store says it all. Ninety

percent of its Asian furniture, mainly from China or Japan, is from the 18th and

19th centuries, while the remainder are contemporary designs. Many of the

large pieces are beautifully crafted, such as a 19th century wedding cabinet

from China and more contemporary walnut art deco dining table from Austria.

The amount of merchandise is overwhelming. Prices are marked down from

regular retail, because items are imported directly. 1861 Union St., (415) 7751610. (Web site)

Ever Arts Antique Furniture: Antique imports from China date back to the

17th and 18th centuries at this peaceful shop. The tables, chairs, bureaus, and

other pieces hail mostly from northern China, and are mainly carved from

Elmwood. 1782 Union St., (415) 776-7582.

Gity Joon's Treasures and Charms: One of the highlights of any day of

Marina shopping is a stop at Gity Joon, the namesake of its owner. No less than

41 countries are represented, with most imports from India, Asia, and Egypt.

Different parts of the store focus on different religions -- the Jewish area

features hand-crafted dreidels and mezuzahs, the Hindu section carved

Ganeshes and Shivas, and so on. There are even seasonal Nativity scenes,

hand-painted from Italy, in the garden out back. The likes of Keanu Reeves and

Kevin Spacey have shopped here for Tibetan rugs and Buddhas. Don't leave

without seeing the divine 108-piece hand-painted 24-karat gold leaf 18thcentury bed from China, used as a wedding bed by Chinese royalty. The price

tag -- a mere $68,000. 1828 Union St., (415) 292-7388. (Web site)

Krimsa Fine Rugs and Decor: Rugs, rugs, and more rugs fill this massive

space, hanging from the walls and stacked around the show floor. Most of the

rugs are imported from Iran and Turkey, with a few from Pakistan, Egypt, and

Nepal. Most are new and either one of a kinds or small productions. Prices for a

typical 8x10 piece fetches from $4,000 to $8,000. 2190 Union St., (415) 4414321. (Web site)

Past Perfect: The diverse range of items at Past Perfect reflects the 38

dealers contributing to this collective. Items range from antiques to '70s

modern home decor. This one space appeals to myriad tastes, from those

searching for a $1,600 Danish sterling tea set to those looking for a $895 zebra



drum table. Past Perfect specializes in chandeliers of all eras and styles. 2224

Union St., (415) 929-7651.

Pavillion de Paris: A definite feast for the eyes, Pavillion de Paris overflows

with glittering crystals and irresistible figurines. One case features a wide

variety of Wee Forest Folk miniatures, its star mouse in a number of settings,

such as kayaking or Trick or Treating. Pavillion sells Disney figurines, Betty Boop

collectibles, miniature chic sandals, crystals from Europe, fashion jewelry, and a

host of other fun items. 1837 Union St., (415) 885-0852.

Twig: One of the more funky, whimsical shops on Union Street, Twig features

American handcrafted goods by artists from around the country. Items range

from glass to ceramics, jewelry to woodwork, some sophisticated and others

created with a touch of humor. Ideal for specialty gifts such as scrabble charms,

fish plates, and shot glasses adorned with real zippers. 2162 Union St., (415)

928-8944. (Web site)

Von Demme: Von Demme is the San Francisco representative for New York's

Dialogica furniture collection. Dialogica is known for its form and function -clean lines, warm colors, and overall simplicity. Other store items include cowry

shell lamps, sleek glass bowls, and Murano glass candlesticks. 1690 Union St.,

(415) 441-1696.

Warm Things Outlet: The cuddly, cozy shop to end all cuddly, cozy shops,

Warm Things has been providing top-of-the-line down comforters, pillows,

sheets, blankets and other bed items for almost 30 years. It now also features

clothing, slippers and a special line "just for baby." 3063 Fillmore St., (415) 9311660. (Web site)

Wonders of Tibet: Wonders of Tibet showcases higher quality Tibetan and

Nepalese imports than most shops of this ilk. A hand-painted Tibetan cabinet

runs $3,000 while Tibetan hand-woven rugs cost $400. Other items include

beautiful prayer wheels, Buddha and Ganesh carvings, silk embroidered shirts,

and pashmina shawls. 1771 Union St., (415) 409-2994.

Z Gallerie: This reasonably priced home and furniture store offers all the

basics with a lot more flare than a run of the mill Crate & Barrel. Aside from

basic bedding and couches, the store's two Union Street locations feature

accoutrements such as vases, curtains, and even paintings. Quirkier items such

as a casino night game set or shot glass chess set are also here. 2071 Union

St., (415) 346-9000, 2154 Union St., (415) 567-4891. (Web site)

Specialty

1887 Dance Shoppe: If you are looking for that special pink tutu, Danskin

pants, or a Mirella bodysuit, this is the spot. The shop is crammed with dancerelated items for adults and children, including dance shoes for ballet, tap,

modern, and jazz. 2206 Union St., (415) 441-1887.



The Animal Connection II: Pet owners can find their own little paradise in

these two stores. Aside from the usual collars or cat and dog toys, the Animal

Connection carries a few extra goodies such as liver biscottis for dogs. Cat

store: 2415 Chestnut St., (415) 409-1246; Dog store: 2419 Chestnut St., (415)

567-5335.

Books, Inc.: An unconventional layout -- wide open, with short, angled stacks

and numerous special display shelves -- adds an element of adventure to the

book-hunting experience; this is the place to find that perfect book you never

knew you needed. Book-loving little people will adore the extensive kids'

section and the story hour every Sunday afternoon. 2251 Chestnut St., (415)

931-3633. (Web site)

City Optix: In addition to its comprehensive frame and sunglasses collections,

City Optix also offers a fun selection of novelty lenses that just might get you

hankering for a whole new look. 2154 Chestnut St., (415) 921-1188. (Web site)

The Collector's Cave: Though it seems a bit out of place in the Marina, the

Collector's Cave is a popular spot for comic books, action figures, toys, baseball

cards, and movie posters. The store is crammed with new and vintage items,

including Simpsons figures, Catwoman card sets, Spiderman comics, Yu-Gi-Oh

cards, and Pokemon paraphernalia. 2072 Union St., (415) 929-0231.

The Enchanted Crystal: Enchanted indeed. This is easily the most magical

spot on Union Street. Everything inside begs for attention, from the myriad

fairies and dragons to the large wooden Buddha figures. Enchanted Crystal

glistens from floor to ceiling, with glass mobiles, fairy plaques, magic stones,

quartz crystals, glass vases, colorful gemstone jewelry, sachets, candles, and

more. It's a fantasyland for adults. 1895 Union St., (415) 885-1335. (Web site)

Eyes in Disguise Optometry: An on-site opthamologist makes getting your

prescription lenses replaced easy, while those just looking for great shades will

find a complete (if pricey) selection right off the rack. 2189 Union St., (415)

474-5321.

Giggle: Giggle aims to be a one-stop shopping for parents. Expecting parents

will find a full range of items for setting up a nursery, with an emphasis on

healthy, natural, chemical-free products. Toys are made from naturally finished

wood and washable fabrics. 2110 Chestnut St., (415) 440-9034. (Web site)

Moulin Pooch: Formerly Bella and Daisy's, this daycare/doggie boutique will

help pamper your pooch. Moulin Pooch offers doggie daycare, grooming, dog

walking and even a service that will pick up your dog at home and drop him

back in the evening called "Canine Cab." The boutique has a variety of

speciality treats, toys and doggie fashion items guaranteed to spoil your pup

(and even a few items for cats). Don't miss Friday evening Yappy Hour. Wine

and cookies for humans and water and treats for the canines. 1750 Union St.,

(415) 440-7007. (Web site)



Paper Source: Paper Source offers custom invitations, a wide array of

stationary, as well as classes in book binding and paper flower making. 2061

Chestnut St., (415) 614-1585. (Web site)

PlumpJack Wine Store: Wine buffs will fall in love with this uniquely stocked

and meticulously organized wine shop. Staff members are well versed in the

store's entire selection and are helpful when asked to recommend a good

value. 3201 Fillmore St., (415) 346-9870. (Web site)

Union Street Papery: Featuring solutions for gifts in need of that perfect

finishing touch, this busy little shop features creative gift wraps and stationery

and solid greeting-card and invitation selections. 2162 Union St., (415) 5630200. (Web site)



South of Market is a huge district, sprawling from the Embarcadero to Eleventh

Street, between Market and Townsend. The neighborhood is a patchwork of

warehouses, swanky nightspots, residential hotels, art spaces, loft apartments,

furniture showrooms and the tenacious Internet companies that survived the tech

market collapse. Although a lot of building has gone on in recent years, it is still not

densely developed. You can walk several desolate blocks before suddenly finding a

hopping restaurant.

Most of the action can be found in three general areas: by South Park and the

Giants ballpark, around the SF MOMA and Yerba Buena gardens, and over by

Folsom and Eleventh Street. SoMa, as it's known, sounds a little like a SoHo

wannabe, and it does have a strong downtown vibe. However, the name has its

roots in the old nickname "South of the Slot," referring to its position on the "wrong

side" of the Market Street cable car track when it was an industrial district of

factories and Gold Rush immigrant workers.

These days the industry most associated with South of Market has to do with that

other Gold Rush: the dot com boom. Once buzzing with purple-haired

programmers and hobnobbing young executives, South Park is noticeably more

subdued since the Internet companies started closing shop, and probably all the

more pleasant for it. The grassy square is a nice place to walk your dog or eat a



sandwich, and is bordered by several good shops and restaurants. In the summer

the area gets more foot traffic as packs of Giants fans head for the ballpark. A

handful of new restaurants have also opened to serve this crowd.

The western end of the district is the most industrial, and is dominated by huge

wholesale marts and superstores like Costco and Bed, Bath & Beyond. Originally

this made it an ideal zone for loud nightclubs, but as SoMa has become more

residential some of the clubs have had trouble with noise complaints. However, this

hasn't kept a crop of newcomers like Butter and Wish from opening in the past few

years. The stretch along Eleventh and Folsom is the heart of the gay leather and

S&M scene, which has its roots in the Folsom Street "Miracle Mile" of gay clubs and

bathhouses in the '70s. This is also the site of the annual fetish bonanza of the

Folsom Street Fair.

The area around Market and Third Street is more well heeled, influenced by the

nearby Financial District and conventions at the Moscone Center. Several of the

city's arts organizations are located here, including the SF MOMA, the Center for

the Arts at Yerba Gardens and the California Historical Society. It has a bohemian

undercurrent, with the museums, several independent bookstores, the line of artsy

clubbers waiting to get into the gallery and club 111 Minna, and students from the

Academy of Art slouching around the Utrecht art supply store on New

Montgomery.

The SoMa district is large and spread out, so if you do find yourself South of the

Slot, it helps to know where you're going. The zone around Sixth and Mission can

be sketchy if you're walking alone, and at the very least the unschooled wanderer

could come away with an impression of nothing more than highway overpasses and

warehouses. Target your exploration in the pockets of culture around Yerba Buena,

South Park and Eleventh Street, and you'll be sure to stumble upon lots of hidden

treasures and funky urban charm.



Sights & Culture

Alice Street Community Gardens: This small but surprisingly serene urban

garden is kept and manicured by 164 seniors and younger disabled people from the

neighborhood, who each get a plot for creative expression. Everything from

Chinese vegetables to roses and daisies grows here, watched over by a 9-story

painting entitled "Manila Village Mural." The garden is open during daylight with

wooden tables for picnics. At the intersection of Bonifacio and Lapu Lapu (in the

blocks bordered by Fourth and Third, Folsom and Harrison).

California Historical Society: The organization's museum galleries showcase

the history of the Golden State through photography, manuscripts, posters and



artwork. Recent exhibits have looked at sunken Gold Rush treasure, citrus label art

and California as it was in 1900. The North Baker Research Library is open to the

public, and there is also a museum store. 678 Mission St., (415) 357-1848. (Web

site)

Cartoon Art Museum: Charles Schulz supplied the funds that allowed this

museum to officially set up shop, bestowing his blessing on its mission to preserve

and exhibit cartoon art "in all its forms." Special exhibits have looked at subjects

such as superheroes in comics, great women cartoonists, comic strip controversies,

the art of Edward Gorey and the work of the Peanuts creator himself. 655 Mission

St., (415) 227-8666. (Web site)

Contemporary Jewish Museum: The CJM's mission is to engage the public on

Jewish culture, history, art, and ideas. Founded in 1984 the space is a noncollecting entity that partners with national and international institutions to bring

timely exhibitions of a high level of artistic achievement and scholarship. Half off

admission Thursdays after 5 pm; closed Wednesdays. 736 Mission St., (415) 6557800. (Web site)

Folsom Street Fair: The annual grand finale of Leather Pride Week, this

celebration of the leather and fetish culture features equipment vendors,

demonstrations of safe BDSM techniques and kinky souls trotting around in

studded leather harnesses. Takes place the last Sunday in September on Folsom St.,

between Seventh and Twelfth Sts. (Web site)

Fourth Street Bridge and Francis "Lefty" O'Doul Bridge: Both of these

working drawbridges were designed by J.B. Strauss, whose firm, the Bascule Bridge

Co., later became famous for erecting the Golden Gate Bridge. The Fourth Street

Bridge, erected in 1917 and also known as the Peter R. Maloney Bridge, is the oldest

operating bascule bridge in the state and has been determined eligible for listing on

the National Register of Historic Places. The two-lane structure includes a twostory operator house, a watchman's house and an electrical house. The Francis

"Lefty" O'Doul Bridge, 17 years younger, is a block away and still has the original

bridge operator's cottages at each end and is raised and lowered occasionally to let

boat traffic in and out of Mission Channel.

Museum of the African Diaspora: A decade in the works, MoAD explores the

culture, history and contributions of people of African ancestry around the world.

Rather than collect art or display masks and other ethnographic objects, MoAD

presents exhibitions of work by contemporary artists of African descent, as well as

permanent multimedia presentations and programs about the origins and

movement of the African diaspora, how people adapted to new environments and

transformed themselves and the cultures they interacted with in the process. (-SF



Chronicle) 685 Mission St. (at Third Street), (415) 358-7200. (Web site)

Chronicle article: Faces of Africa create a tapestry of all humanity

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art: Inside the striking building is a

modern art collection that boasts excellent touring exhibits, films and photography.

The permanent collection includes works by Pollack, Warhol, Matisse, Picasso and

O'Keeffe, as well as artists with a connection to the Bay Area, such as Diebenkorn

and Thiebaud. Have an espresso at the relaxed café before tackling the top-notch

gift shop full of sleek gadgets and glossy art books. Half-price on Thursday nights,

from 6 to 9 pm; the first Tuesday of every month is free. 151 3rd St., (415) 3574000. (Web site)

Chronicle article: SFMOMA Turns 10 (See photos)

AT&T Park: The classically designed stadium boasts a waterfront promenade, an

elaborate playground for kids, a free viewing area and, of course, the thrill of the

game. 24 Willie Mays Plaza, (415) 972-2000. (Web site)

SF Camerawork: A non-profit arts organization established in 1974 that provides

gallery space, lectures, educational programs and more for the artist community.

Admission to the gallery is free, but the bookstore may inspire you to part with

some cash. 1246 Folsom St., (415) 863-1001. (Web site)

South Park: Once upon a time, South Park was built as an upscale residential

square, modeled on London's Berkeley Square. In the '90s this oval park went from

drug-dealer central to the epicenter of the "New Media" revolution, the place where

many a dot-com deal was sealed. It's much quieter now, but still a good place sit on

a sunny day, get a cup of coffee and do a little shopping. Bordered by Second,

Third, Bryant and Brannan streets.

Yerba Buena Gardens: Located across the street from the SF MOMA, this

complex provides a cultural focal point for the South of Market area with two

blocks of museums, activities and peaceful gardens. The Yerba Buena Center for

the Arts, located at Third and Mission, hosts visual art exhibits, performances, and

other events. At Fourth and Howard is Zeum, an interactive multimedia and

technology museum for kids and teens. There's also a bowling alley, an indoor iceskating rink with huge windows looking onto the downtown skyline and a

painstakingly restored carousel from San Francisco's old amusement park,

Playland-at-the-Beach. Bordered by Third, Fourth, Mission and Folsom Sts.

(www.yerbabuenaarts.org / www.zeum.org / www.skatebowl.com)

Chronicle article: Yerba Buena Center for the Arts is a nucleus of the city's

cultural life -- and a venue in search of an identity



Restaurants

Asia SF: Pan-Asian-Californian fare battles for attention with the tall, glamorous

gender illusionists who serve it, and despite the competition the food manages to

shine. Plush surroundings provide the perfect backdrop for the sexy and campy

waiters. 201 9th St. (at Howard Street), (415) 255-2742 (Chronicle Review / Web

site)

Beard Papa's: Inside, the scent of baked pastry dough is heavy in the air.

Employees pump light, creamy vanilla filling into crisp golden shells, while

customers hover at the counter watching the action. The flaky pastries can be

purchased by the piece, half-dozen or dozen, and puffs are filled to order, ensuring

freshness. Bring an appetite -- the airy sweets are super-sized, and the crumbly

shell makes sharing difficult. And if vanilla's not your thing, wait until mid-summer

to make the trip. Other flavors like chocolate, strawberry and green tea -- plus

cheesecake sticks, eclairs, and a chocolate fondant cake -- will be available then. (SF Chronicle) 99 Yerba Buena Lane (between Third and Fourth Streets on

Mission),(415) 978-9972. (Web site)

Brain Wash Cafe & Laundromat: Wash away your cares with a strong cup of

coffee, or take a load off while you get the laundry done and tuck into a simple

meal. Live music is featured some evenings. 1122 Folsom (415) 861-3663. (Web

site)

The Butler & the Chef: This heartbreakingly Parisian cafe offers good coffee,

bistro classics like the croque monsieur, and crisp, buttery croissants. 155 South

Park Ave. (415) 896-2075. (Web site)

Caffe Roma: Roma patriarch Sergio Azzollini brings the convivial, family-style

aura he cultivated for 30 years at his North Beach coffeehouse to this unlikely

corner of SoMa. The fresh daily menu of house-made Italian soups, salads, panini

and desserts features artisan bread brought in daily from Panorama Bakery on

Florida Street, prosciutto from Ital Foods in South San Francisco, balsamic vinegar

from Modena, and even olive oil (available for sale) imported from Puglia, Italy.

885 Bryant St., (415) 296-7662. Closed weekends. (Chronicle review/Web site)

Canton: Some of best dim sum in the city. Don't miss the chicken thighs,

dumplings and bok choy in oyster sauce. (-SF Chronicle) 655 Folsom St. (near

Third St.), (415) 495-3064. (Web site)

Caffe Centro: South Park's staple for a quick bite at lunch, this breezy cafe uses

mostly local, organic ingredients and draws a clientele of local tech workers. Try

French-influenced sandwiches and salads, or a rich brownie or pecan square. 102

South Park Ave. (415) 882-1500. (Web site)



Caffé Museo: SF MOMA's airy sidewalk cafe is gaining a reputation as a

destination unto itself. The moderately priced sandwiches, salads and pizzas are

impressive for a museum cafe, and can be enjoyed inside or out with, if you like, a

nice glass of wine. Open every day except Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Open late

Thursdays until 9 p.m. 151 Third Street, (415) 357-4500. (Chronicle Review)

Chaat Cafe: This casually vibrant Indian restaurant offers irresistible naan, with

one side browned and crisp and the other fluffy. The naan serves as a wrap for

sandwiches filled with chicken and lamb, well-spiced. Also noteworthy are pakoras,

cheese, chicken or catfish encased in a golden chickpea batter. Although lunch can

be hectic, servers are friendly and helpful. (-SF Chronicle) 320 Third St. (at

Folsom), (415) 979-9946. (Web site)

Goat Hill Pizza: This second location of the Potrero Hill favorite is offering the

traditionally Monday-only all-you-can-eat pizza night every day. It's a good way to

avoid the lines at the Potrero Hill original. (-SF Chronicle) 715 Harrison (at Third

Street), (415) 974-1303. (Web site)

Harvest Urban Market: A second outlet of the Harvest Ranch Market, which

has been supplying the Castro neighborhood with groceries and a fantastic salad

bar for more than 15 years. The new store has six times the retail space of the

original market and a larger variety of natural and specialty groceries, organic

produce and vegetarian offerings. Hot meals, soups and salads are available to take

home or eat in the airy cafe. Cafe opens at 7 a.m.; market is open 8:30 a.m.-11 p.m.

daily. (-SF Chronicle) 191 Eighth St. (at Howard), (415) 621-1000. (Web site)

Henry's Hunan Restaurant: The spice is right and the portions generous at this

comfortable, friendly venue. Smoked ham with green beans and country-style

vegetables have just enough heat to tease the palate, but not enough to call the fire

department. (-SF Chronicle) 110 Natoma St. (at Second Street); (415) 456-4999.

Open 11:30-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday. Also at 674 Sacramento St., 924 Sansome St.

and 1016 Bryant St. (Web site)

Koh Samui and the Monkey: The distinctive Thai menu features many wellexecuted classics such as green papaya salad, spring rolls with shrimp, mint and

noodles and tom ka gai, plus unique items like crushed scallops mounded with

sesame seeds and pumpkin curry with red chiles, galangal, kaffir lime and basil in

coconut milk. Shrimp with asparagus should be on a diner's must-order list. The

loftlike room, soothingly painted in green and gold, has windows on two walls and

is dominated by Buddhas, angels and other statues. (-SF Chronicle and SF Gate)

415 Brannan St. (near Third), (415) 369-0007. (Chronicle Review/Web site)

LuLu: This nationally award-winning restaurant is housed in the vaulted space of

an exposed-beam converted warehouse. Choose from Mediterranean-influenced



dishes, pizzas, pastas, and rotisserie items. The staff is cool, but welcoming. 816

Folsom St. (between Fourth and Fifth streets), (415) 495-5775. (Chronicle

Review/Web site)

Oola Restaurant & Bar: "San Francisco bistro cuisine," featuring organic meats

and produce and artisan cheeses and wines, is offered until 1 a.m. TuesdaySaturday and 12 a.m. Sunday-Monday. The intimate, narrow space is framed by

exposed brick walls, and sheer rust-colored fabric hanging from the ceiling

separates the booths from the rest of the dining room and bar. (-SF Chronicle and

SF Gate) 860 Folsom St. (between Fourth and Fifth streets), (415) 995-2061. (Web

site)

Organic Coffee Company Cafe: This bustling java joint is located on the

ground floor of San Francisco City College's downtown campus, a stone's throw

from the new Westfield Centre on Mission Street. The coffee comes from the San

Leandro-based Rogers Family Co.'s very own organic coffee farms in Panama. In

addition to offering up tasty lattes, mochas and a variety of fresh-squeezed juices,

the cafe also serve freshly baked pastries and sandwiches prepared daily by City

College culinary arts students. (-SF Chronicle) 88 Fourth St., (415) 512-7436. (Web

site)

Paragon Restaurant & Bar: Good, well-priced food near SBC Park. Try the

roast chicken with macaroni and cheese. Service can be frustrating. (-SF Chronicle)

701 Second St., (415) 537-9020. (Chronicle Review/Web site)

Primo Patio Cafe: Owners Chris and Noel Kelton have been serving what Noel

calls "global tropical" (Mediterranean and Caribbean) cuisine for nearly a decade at

this whimsically-painted SoMa spot. The added bonus of this no-frills cafe is

alfresco dining in the back. Try the snapper sandwich, grilled lamb pita or anything

with jerk marinade. Entrees come with black beans, rice and vegetables, making

the food even more of a bargain. Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily. Beer and wine,

happy hour Monday-Friday. Cash only. (-SF Chronicle) 214 Townsend St. (near

Third Street), (415) 957-1129. (Web site)

Roe: Boasting an epicurean menu and great happy hour specials, Roe is

conveniently located near the Moscone Center. Old world sensibilities combined

with an elegant modern twist make for a classy lounge experience. 651 Howard St.

(at Hawthorne Lane), (415) 227-0288. (Chronicle Review/Web site)

Salt House: A homey beacon amongst the industrial skyscrapers, this turn-of-thecentury warehouse offers a convivial atmosphere and diverse American flavors. 545

Mission St. (between First and Second streets), (415) 543-8900. (Chronicle

Review/Web site)



South Park Cafe: This chic Multimedia Gulch haunt serves classic French-bistro

items and simple breakfasts. 108 South Park Ave., (415) 495-7275. (Chronicle

Review/Web site)

Supperclub: Spend hours eating in bed at the first U.S. outpost of the original

Amsterdam Supperclub. There is only one seating per night, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Dinner is served in five courses. The meal is at the whim of the chef, so don't expect

a printed menu, as it's constantly in flux. Entertainment varies but has included

aerial performers, exotic dancers and roller skaters. (-SF Chronicle/SF Gate) 657

Harrison St. (at Third Street), (415) 348-0900. (Chronicle Review/Web site)

Sushi Groove South: Known for good nigiri, sake cocktails and unexpected

items such as sushi pizza, this sister branch of the Russian Hill establishment

asserts its own hip SOMA flair with a modern interior accented by a glowing glass

sculpture and a wall of yellow light. A DJ is on hand most evenings to set the vibe.

1516 Folsom St., (415) 503-1950. (Chronicle Review)

Triptych: This cafe/gallery features a mosaic bar and tables, a 30-seat outdoor

garden patio, and a chef from Gordon Biersch in San Jose. 1155 Folsom St. (Web

site)

Town Hall: San Francisco's modern urbanity meets New England's homey

simplicity at this restaurant from the Postrio gang, sans Wolfgang Puck. The dining

room, with a long mahogany bar stretching from the entry, is a mix of oldfashioned creamy wainscoting with gilt-framed portraits from grandma's parlor

and blow-your-lights-out starburst chandeliers salvaged from 1930s Spanish

Harlem. The menu is a fusion of traditional American flavors and 21st century

creativity, of East Coast and West, with appetizers like baby spinach salad sporting

cornmeal-fried oysters and entrees such as the pork chop coated with New Orleansstyle tasso and peanuts. (--SF Chronicle and SF Gate) 342 Howard St. (at

Fremont), (415) 908-3900. (Chronicle Review/Web site)

Tu Lan: Vietnamese greasy spoon that is enduringly popular with its die-hard fans

(and formerly with Julia Child). Fried rice is a favorite. 8 Sixth St., 626-0927. (Web

site)

V Cafe: Formerly Whiz Wit, it claims to serve the best cheese steak sandwiches in

town. V's version of the classic cheese steak is made with grilled onions, sweet or

hot cherry peppers and your choice of American, provolone, Swiss, cheddar or jack.

They also serve a variety of salads, hoagies, burgers and grinders (or hot

sandwiches), such as a salmon club on wheat toast; meatball; eggplant parmigiana

and a po-boy fried shrimp. 1525 Folsom St., near 11th; (415) 863-3620. Open 11

a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Thursday; 11 a.m.-2 a.m. Friday and Saturday; closed Sunday.



Delivery and catering services available. (-- SF Chronicle; read Lord Martine's firsthand account/Web site)

Zuppa: Joseph and Mary Manzare of Globe continue their love affair with the

look, food and wine of Italy with Zuppa. An all-Italian wine list sets the mood for

chef Rudy Mihal's menu of cured meats, wood-fired pizza and antipasti. The space

is industrial, warmed up with yellow and gold, two bars and views of the wood-fired

oven and open kitchen. 564 Fourth St. (at Freelon), (415) 777-5900. (Web site)

For more SoMa restaurants, check out these Chronicle reviews.

Breweries

21st Amendment: The 21st amendment meant the freedom and the right to brew

beer. This brewery seeks to bring the "local" back to the beer culture of the Bay

Area. 563 2nd St., (415) 369-0900. (Chronicle Review / Web site)

Gordon Biersch: One of those brewpubs where the food should be taking a back

seat to the beer. It stands out as an after-work bar and is a great place to hang out,

with two levels for roaming around and at least four house brews (in addition to a

full bar) to sample. 2 Harrison St. (at Embarcadero), (415) 243-8246. (Web site)

Thirsty Bear: Known for its tapas -- there are more than 30 varieties to choose

from -- this restaurant also serves top-notch entrees and desserts. Draws a

boisterous after-work crowd. 661 Howard St. (near Hawthorne Lane), (415) 9740905. (Chronicle Review / Web site)



Shopping

440 Brannan: This edgy clothing boutique designs well-cut, affordable pieces

with an urban look. Fabrics tend toward stretch, dark denim and wearable

synthetics. Look for the signature orange windbreaker hanging over the door. 440

Brannan, (415) 957-1411. (Web site)

Adolph Gasser: A one-stop nirvana for photo geeks, this huge store, boasting the

largest inventory of its kind in Northern California, is stocked with everything a

professional (or a wannabe) could ask for. Also rents still and video cameras. 181

Second St., (415) 495-3852. (Web site)

Alexander Book Co.: It may look modest from the street, but inside this

independent bookstore offers three floors of intelligently selected titles. Special

focuses include children's books, African-American topics and graphic design.

Check the calendar for author readings. 50 Second St., (415) 495-2992. (Web site)



Ann Sacks Tile & Stone: Features handmade tiles from around the world made

out of various materials, including terra-cotta, ceramic, marble and slate, and it

also sells antique tiles. 2 Henry Adams, Suite 125 (at Division Street), (415) 2525889. (Web site)

Dandelion: Stocking an eccelctic collection of housewares, food, books, and other

trinkets, Dandelion is the perfect place to find that special gift for any occasion. 55

Potrero Ave, (415) 436-9500. (Web site)

Foto-Grafix Books: The photography bookshop formerly known as the Friends

of Photography Bookstore continues to stock a range of photography books,

manuals, and books on alternative comics. It's especially noted for its wide

selection of Ansel Adams books, prints and gifts. You can even make your

purchases online. 655 Mission Street, (415) 495-7242. (Web site)

Gama-Go Store: This store is "what happens when an art school dropout,

traveling curmudgeon and an amateur taxidermist take on the massive apparel

industry juggernaut." Great for unique home accessories and apparel. 335 8th St,

(415) 626-0213. (Web site)

General Bead: Prepare to be overwhelmed: the walls of this funky bead shop are

paved with sheets of all the beads and beading supplies in its extensive stock. Write

up your order and a clerk will fetch your purchases from the shelves behind the

counter. 637 Minna, between Seventh and Eighth Sts, (415) 255-2323. (Web site)

Hello!Lucky: Featured in stores such as Anthropologie and Kate's Paperie, Hello!

Lucky has earned a reputation for beautiful paper products and custom invitations.

The company is run and owned by sisters Eunice and Sabrina Moyle, it's truly a

labor of love. 977 Howard St, (415) 355-0008. (Web site)

Isda & Co.: The spare decor of this shop echoes the aesthetic of its clothing for

men and women and its home accessories collection. Clothes are cut in loose,

simple shapes, in natural fabrics and colors. Look for luxe items like silky pajamas,

deep-pile bathrobes, minimalist vases and polished wooden boxes. Also visit the

outlet a few doors down. 29 South Park, (415) 512-0313. (Web site)

Jeremy's: You never know what treasure you might uncover at Jeremy's, a

purveyor of marked-down designer clothing. Velvet Prada tuxedos and floor-length

tulle ballgowns, at startlingly low prices, have been known to lurk among the racks.

Frequent staples include Petit Bateau T-shirts, cashmere sweaters and soap and

body products by Fresh. 2 South Park, (415) 882-4929. (Web site)



Kryolan: If you ever find yourself in need of blue body paint or fake skin

abrasions, this is the place to go. You can find a wide range of reasonably priced

theater makeup here. 132 9th St., (415) 863-9684. (Web site)

Ma Maison Home Accents: A gracious couple -- he's American, she's French -runs this housewares and gifts shop, characterized by contemporary design and a

distinct Gallic flair. Stand-outs include items like leather lunchboxes in turquoise

and tangerine, vivid curlieque "Dr. Seuss" lamps and children's gifts emblazoned

with Babar or Tintin. You'll also find stylish dishware, linens and flatware. 592 3rd

St., (415) 777-5370. (Web site)

Metreon: Originally planned to be an "urban entertainment center" by Sony by

combining dining, gaming, music, exhibitions, shopping and music. Sold in 2006

to Westfield, the mall developers announced major renovations with an emphasis

on dining and as well as a new Target store. The new center is expected to be

completed by 2012. Still available are some shops, eateries, and the cinema. 101

Fourth St., (415) 369-6000. (Web site)

Podesta Baldocchi: This charming florist shop is a relic of old San Francisco,

now at a new location but in business for more than 100 years. The old Grant

Avenue shop had a cameo in Hitchcock's "Vertigo" as the place where the haunted

heroine bought herself an iconic rose bouquet. 410 Harriet St., off Brannan

between Sixth and Seventh Sts, (415) 346-1300. (Web site)

Stormy Leather: A great place to shop for the Folsom Street Fair, year-round.

Men's and women's leather jackets, chaps, vests, corsets and harnesses dominate

the offerings. 1158 Howard St., (415) 626-1672. (Web site)

The Green Aracde: A new bookstore brought to you by the former buyer of

Cody's. The Green Arcade specializes in environment, politics, food, farming,

nature, and sustainability, and has strong local representation. 1680 Market St.,

(415) 431-6800. (Web site)



Nightlife

111 Minna: A bar, nightclub and art gallery all in one, this eclectic performance

space attracts a lively hipster crowd. Wednesday's four-DJ happy hour, from 5-10

p.m., gets a dedicated attendance. 111 Minna (415) 974-1719. (Web site)

330 Ritch: Best known for its nighttime program of live music, swing lessons and

dancing, this jazzy brick-walled bar also has offers a casual lunch and dinner menu,

with burgers, bar snacks and creative sandwiches, 330 Ritch (415) 541-9574.



Anu: Though it's named after the Celtic goddess of fertility, Anu doesn't have the

feel of an Irish pub. In fact, the beautifully lit cocktail bar, with monthly exhibits of

art by local artists on its walls, adds a bit of Latin flavor to its decor. Located on

Sixth Street at Mission, Anu has the power to lure even the coolest hipsters to one

of the grittiest streets in town. Perhaps it's the bar's unconventional cocktails -- like

the Appletini and the Bloody Bastard (an extra-spicy version of a Bloody Mary) -or the huge jugs of "infused" vodka with flavors including mango and strawberry

for dressing up any drink you desire. It could be the fine guest DJs, or even the

high-tech Internet jukebox that conveniently accepts credit cards. Whatever it is,

Anu is a rare find in this part of town -- or anywhere, for that matter. (- Lisa

Zaffarese, SF Gate) 43 Sixth St., (415) 543-3622.

Butter: Trailer trash meets hipster-chic. The self-billed "white trash bistro" serves

up TV dinners and Tater Tots while a DJ spins tunes smooth as you-know-what.

This club gets praise for offering style without attitude, good dance music, and a

stiff Tang martini. 354 Eleventh St., (415) 431-6545. (Web site)

Dave's: If you need a drink after work, come on by. If you want to hang into the

night, come on by. If you're meeting someone before going to SFMOMA, come on

by. This little dive is friendly, has a great draft-beer selection and employs attentive

bartenders. 29 Third Street, (415) 495-6726.

Hole in the Wall Saloon: At first glance, the scene at the Hole seems dominated

by a tough crowd of gay bikers. Fortunately, they're nice enough to welcome

outsiders, and the bartenders are always friendly. However, if you're looking for a

quiet night out, this is not the place to choose. 289 Eighth St., (415) 771-9866.

(Web site)

Hotel Utah Saloon: A full bar runs the length of Hotel Utah's narrow front room,

and the interior invokes a certain gold rush-era nostalgia, with a little high-class

honky-tonk thrown in. There are brass ornaments and curlicues painted onto the

windows and mirrors, and a nice natural wood tone at all turns. Also note the cute

'n' quirky performance space, with tables and a tiny but comfortable stage, plus a

cool balcony overlooking it all. 500 Fourth St., (415) 421-8308. -- Josh Wilson

(Web site)

Choice Club Grub - Local music venues offer menus that go beyond fries and

nachos

Insomnia: The name says it all, if you're looking for somewhere to cut up a rug

after hours, look no further. Playing house and boasting interesting people

watching, Insomnia is the perfect place to end a wild night out in the city. 1254

Mission St.



John Colins: Beautiful high brick walls, original hard wood floors, and a

stunningly original bar. A good place to come and hang out with friends or dance to

DJs on the dancefloor. 138 Minna St., (415) 512-7493. (Web site)

Kate O'Brien's: A rollicking Irish pub with all the essentials: Guinness, Harp, fish

and chips, and pizza thrown in for good measure. Under new management (the

same folks who run The Phoenix in the Mission) as of January 2006. 579 Howard

St. (415) 882-7240. (Web site)

Roe: Boasting an epicurean menu and great happy hour specials, Roe is

conveniently located near the Moscone Center. Old world sensibilities combined

with an elegant modern twist make for a classy lounge experience. 651 Howard St.

(at Hawthorne Lane), (415) 227-0288. (Chronicle Review/Web site)

Slim's: Opened in the late '80s by R&B artist and Steve Miller Band alum Boz

Scaggs, Slim's showcases touring bands from around the world. Buster, the club

dog, has played pool with a lot of rock stars, Eddie Vedder and Patti Smith among

them. 333 11th St., (415) 255-0333. Web site)

Choice Club Grub - Local music venues offer menus that go beyond fries and

nachos

The Stud: This cavernous gay bar fills up with a mixed crowd -- leather, lesbian,

straight, cute-boy -- every weekend as DJs and bands perform on the small stage.

399 9th St., (415) 252-7883. (Web site)

The Tempest: Inside, the Tempest is a well-appointed, spacious bar with a stage

for bands, a pool table, plenty of tables and chairs, a few cool pinball machines and

a rockin' jukebox. The kitchen serves requisite bar food (burgers, fries, etc.), and a

fine selection of microbrews from around the Bay Area. Clientele usually includes a

few professional drunks in the middle or end of their careers, Market Street

worker-bees looking to unwind, plus a steady stream of bicycle messengers

wheeling their battered steeds indoors for convenient off-street parking. -- Josh

Wilson 431 Natoma Lane, (415) 495-1863.

Ten 15: A great big dance club with multiple levels of thumping bass, Ten 15

Folsom is an old standby on the club scene. Often features big-name DJs. 1015

Folsom St., (415) 431-7444. (Web site)

The View: Damn fine view, and that's probably the only reason to go to the

architectural head scratcher that is the Jukebox Marriott. 55 4th St., (415) 8961600.

Wish: This DJ bar transcends trendy with its modern black leather couches, classy

wood furnishings and subtle red lamp shades. An eclectic SoMa crowd comes here



to enjoy the music, which covers a wide range of electronic styles. The midpriced

cocktails are served by a surprisingly friendly waitstaff. But don't expect to find

parking within five blocks -- cab it, or take public transportation. (- Lisa Zaffarese,

SF Gate) 1539 Folsom St. (between 11th and 12th), (415) 278-9474.
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